REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

June 28, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on June 28, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Councilmember Denny Manning gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.
The minutes of the June 14, 2007 Agenda/Workshop Meeting and the minutes of June 14, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no questions or corrections.  The minutes were approved as presented.

Communication from Councilmembers/Staff:  
Councilmember Manning thanked Honna Rogers for all the help she has given the City during her time here.

Vice Mayor Petty stated that at the last meeting he had requested some information on the budget and asked the City Manager to answer them tonight.

· Are we furnishing too many services for non-East Ridge residents to participate in sports at Camp Jordan?  The Regional Youth Soccer Association (RYSA) signed a contract with the City in October 2006 to pay the City approximately $5,000 a month for soccer fields, but no money has been paid and Vice Mayor Petty would like to know why.  What other services is the City providing for RYSA?  Are there others groups using Camp Jordan or other City facilities not meeting their obligations to the City? 
· City Manager Mays stated the funds to purchase the initial 175 acres for the park were with federal grant funds.  Requirements for federal funds state the property will be available for public use without discrimination.  Also, a TDEC grant partially funded Phase I development of the Regional Soccer Complex.  Funds owed by RYSA to date by agreement dated October 2006 state that RYSA will pay the city an annual fee of $6,700 for each outdoor field, to be paid in equal monthly installments.  To date, these funds have not been paid.  Mr. Mays stated the City continues to maintain the soccer fields, including purchase of equipment and materials.  Mr. Mays stated that other groups using the Park meet or exceed their obligation to the City.  League funds remaining at the end of season are used for materials and equipment for the next season.
Vice Mayor Petty asked if the City has received a financial statement from RYSA.  Ms. Wheeler stated that a monthly financial report is provided.  Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, for the City to obtain an audit by a CPA of RYSA within the next 30 days.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - yes; Councilmember Card - no; Councilmember Manning - yes; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.

Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to immediately cease any services we are providing for RYSA until they pay all the money owed to the City.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - yes; Councilmember Card - no; Councilmember Manning - yes; Councilmember Sewell - no; Mayor Steele - no.  Motion approved.
· How much money are we losing monthly by not collecting garbage fees from Harris Hills residents who are on Catoosa County Water that the City has to bill directly?  
· City Manager Mays stated the active account delinquent balance is $4,416.50 and the closed account delinquent balance is $6,530.90 for a total of $10,956.40.  Delinquent letters have been sent out with the City Manager’s name, the former Mayor’s name and the City Attorney’s name.  A list of delinquent accounts is also given to the City Attorney after each billing.  Vice Mayor Petty would like for the staff to continue in efforts to collect on these accounts.  Mr. Petty has also talked to someone on the Catoosa County Utility Board about billing these accounts for the City on their water bills.

· How much of the $1 million in court fines can be collected in the next 12 months?
· The Court could not give Mr. Mays a definite answer on this question. 
Vice Mayor Petty would like for the staff to continue their efforts to collect these delinquent fines.
· How many businesses are behind on business licenses or have never had a license?  
· There are currently 428 business listed as delinquent.  Distress warrants could be issued to collect these taxes. 
 Vice Mayor Petty would like for the staff to continue their efforts to collect these delinquent business licenses.
· Are there employees on administrative paid leave?  If so, cease paying these employees.  
· City Manager Mays stated there were two employees from the Police Dept. on administrative leave.  The status of the investigations is still pending.  
Vice Mayor Petty would like an update on these cases at the second meeting in July.
Mayor Steele stated that he received a final draft of the budget today.  He would like to schedule a community meeting on July 9, 2007, 6:30 at the community center in order to review the budget with the citizens.  

Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  
ORDINANCE NO.  823  -  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 8, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, CHAPTER 2, BEER BY DELETING A PORTION OF SECTION 8-213 AND ADDING A SECOND PARAGRAPH TO SECTION 8-215 AMENDING SECTION 8-216 IN ITS ENTIRETY AND SUBSTITUTING A NEW SECTION 8-216 AND ADDING A NEW SECTION 8-218.”   (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.   Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve Ordinance No. 823 on second and final reading.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - abstain; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.
New Business:
Approval of sealed bids for disposal of 24 wrecked/abandoned vehicles at impound lot – Chief Phillips stated these are old vehicles at the impound lot that have been wrecked or abandoned.  Some of the vehicles will be used for rescue extrication training.  City Recorder Middleton presented the bids as follows:

S & S Towing

$3,001.50

Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the bid of S & S Towing.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Approval for East Ridge High School to borrow top dresser for use on football field pending letter of request from Principal Mark Bean – Councilmember Card presented this request.  He stated that Supervisor Wayne Thompson has volunteered his time to operate the equipment.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve the request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Attorney Contract – Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, based on prior notification to the City Attorney, that the City Attorney’s contract be terminated immediately.  Councilmember Manning asked when the contract expired.  The Mayor stated it expired on the last day of June.  City Attorney Helton stated that his contract renewed May 1st.  Vice Mayor Petty asked the attorney if the previous Council voted to change the contract date for the attorney and City Manager to coincide with the fiscal year.  Mr. Helton did not know.  Mayor Steele stated that Resolution No. 2018 was passed on August 24, 2006, but the Mayor did not have a signed copy.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - no; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - no; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - abstain.  Motion approved.  Mayor Steele stated the motion would need a majority vote; therefore, the contract would be extended.  Councilmember Manning made a motion to verify the end date of the contract.  Motion died for lack of a second.
Communications from Citizens:  
Wayne Hamill, former City Manager, discussed the positive things that have happened in the City over the years.  He stated that now there is a division in the Council caused by the City Attorney.  He also asked the Council to support the Mayor.

Susan Halter, with the Court Clerk’s office, stated the Police Dept. needs more warrants officers to serve warrants.

Frances Pope, 1913 Close Road, discussed the number of line cars in the Police Dept., the brush and white goods collection in Sanitation, Camp Jordan revenue, and package liquor sales.
John McNeel would like for McBrien Road to be swept at least once a month.  He also discussed the speeders on McBrien Road.
Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive asked the Mayor about the vote on the services provided to RYSA and if it was a conflict of interest for the Mayor to vote since he signed the contract for RYSA.  City Attorney Helton stated that since the Mayor has no financial interest in RYSA it would not be considered a conflict.  She also discussed the MTAS study done for the new fire station and the budget for the new fire station.

Jerry Rozzell discussed the hotel/motel tax and liquor by the drink.

Chuck Meehan, Parham Drive, asked if Camp Jordan received any federal funds.  The Mayor stated that they do.  Mr. Meehan stated anyone can come to Camp Jordan and play sports.  He also stated that the City cannot collect fines with only one person serving warrants.  He also discussed the knuckleboom truck picking up white goods.

Jack Jordan, 4145 Ringgold Road, stated that in 1973 he led the fight for liquor by the drink.  He stated that all cities have it now and that it was too late now to get the chain restaurants in East Ridge. 

Robert Birch, 3703 Connelly Lane, stated that a particular restaurant wants liquor by the drink, but the landlord will not allow it.  He also discussed the garbage pickup.

At this time, the Mayor had to leave the meeting.  Vice Mayor Petty presided over the remainder of the meeting.
Charles Miller, East Ridge Police Dept., discussed the elimination of vacation buy-back time, raises and insurance.

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton




 MAYOR                   
RECORDING CLERK
June 14, 2007
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