REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

June 14, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on June 14, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Councilmember Denny Manning gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.
The minutes of the May 24, 2007 Agenda/Workshop Meeting,  the minutes of the May 24, 2007 Budget Workshop and the minutes of May 24, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no questions or corrections.  The minutes were approved as presented.

The May 2007 Financial Statement was submitted to the Council for review.  Vice Mayor Petty had a question about an expenditure in the Drug Investigation Fund.  The City Manager will check on this expenditure and let the Vice Mayor know.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve the Financial Statement as presented.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - abstain; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - abstain; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.

Communication from Councilmembers/Staff:  
Chief Phillips announced that dispatcher Bobby Bradshaw suffered a heart attack and asked everyone to remember him in their prayers.
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  None
New Business:
ORDINANCE NO.  823   - “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND TITLE 8, ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES, CHAPTER 2, BEER BY DELETING A PORTION OF SECTION 8-213 AND ADDING A SECOND PARAGRAPH TO SECTION 8-215 AMENDING SECTION 8-216 IN ITS ENTIRETY AND SUBSTITUTING A NEW SECTION 8-216 AND ADDING A NEW SECTION 8-218.”   (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mr. Helton stated this brings the City’s code in compliance with the Responsible Vendor’s Act which holds the clerk more responsible if selling to a minor.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve ordinance No. 823 on first reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
RESOLUTION NO. 2037 - “A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE MUNICIPAL TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICE (MTAS) TO COORDINATE A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT REVIEW (CMR) OF THE DEPARTMENTS OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, AND TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR MAINTAINING THE OBJECTIVITY OF THE STUDY AND TO REQUIRE ITS PRESENTATION IN A WORK SESSION BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.   Mayor Steele stated that MTAS could come in and do this study to help look at the costs associated with each department.  Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2037.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
RESOLUTION NO.  2038 - "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE ADOPTING THE FY 2006 - 2007 ANNUAL BUDGET AS A CONTINUATION BUDGET FOR FY 2007 - 2008 UNTIL SUCH TIME AS A FINALIZED ANNUAL BUDGET FOR FY 2007 - 2008 IS ADOPTED.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mr. Helton stated that the City is required to pass a budget each year, but the FY 07-08 budget is not yet ready.  This extends the FY 06-07 budget until the new budget is passed.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Petty, to approve Resolution No. 2038.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2039 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE SETTING FORTH THE PERCENTAGE OF THE PREMIUM THE EMPLOYEE SHALL HAVE TO PAY FOR PARTICIPATION IN CITY OF EAST RIDGE HEALTH INSURANCE PLANS.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2039.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - abstain; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.
Request for reduced fee for use of walking trail and adjoining grassy areas at Camp Jordan for cross-country meet – Tennessee Valley Athletic Conference (Chattanooga Christian School) – Director Wheeler stated that this group is requesting that the fees be waived for this event.  She also stated that no personnel costs are required during the event.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Petty, to approve this request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request for reduced fee for use of softball fields at Camp Jordan for adult softball tournament – Bible in the Schools – Director Wheeler stated that because this is a tournament and would require personnel present during the event, she recommended that we do this for actual personnel costs.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve the request for a reduced fee but to cover the personnel costs.  Vice Mayor Petty asked if proceeds from the tournament would go to East Ridge Middle School.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Petty, to allow all proceeds go to East Ridge Middle School through Bible in the Schools.  On the amended motion, the vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.  On the original motion, the vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Approval of bids for digital sign at Camp Jordan Park – Director Wheeler presented bids as follows:

Locke Sign Co.

Ineligible bid due to incorrect information on bid


Bill Ortwein Signs.

$28,583.51

Staff recommended the bid from Bill Ortwein Signs.  There was no motion to approve the bid.
Approval to change sanitation collection schedules – Director Wheeler stated that Directors have been asked to look at expenditures and revenues in all departments.  She stated that Melvin Petty, Sanitation Supervisor has come up with a proposal to reduce garbage pickup to once a week, weekly brush pick up and monthly bulk item pickup.  These changes, in addition to not filling some vacancies in the Sanitation Dept. and some employees planning on retirement, would save the City approximately $150,000 to $175,000.  Under this plan, there would be no employees laid off.  Ms. Wheeler is asking for Council approval to allow this on a trial basis and if it does not work, she would come up with another plan.  Councilmember Sewell made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve this change on a trial basis.  Councilmember Manning discussed cutting the amount of the garbage fee.  Vice Mayor Petty had questions on several items concerning revenue and expenses and would like a response from the City Manager on these matters.  Mayor Steele asked the Vice Mayor to add these to the agenda as Item J.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - no; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - no; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.
Request from Andy Mullins of Aflac Insurance to make presentation to City of East Ridge employees regarding supplemental insurance. – Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve this request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request for Information from the City Manager – Vice Mayor Petty - Item J regarding Vice Mayor Petty’s previous request for information was added to the agenda. Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to request the City Manager to respond to the following:

· Are we furnishing too many services for non-East Ridge residents to participate in sports at Camp Jordan?  The Regional Youth Soccer Association (RYSA) signed a contract with the City in October 2006 to pay the City approximately $5,000 a month for soccer fields, but no money has been paid and Vice Mayor Petty would like to know why.  What other services is the City providing for RYSA?  Are there others groups using Camp Jordan or other City facilities not meeting their obligations to the City?

· How much money are we losing monthly by not collecting garbage fees from Harris Hills residents who are on Catoosa County Water that the City has to bill directly?

· How much of the $1 million in court fines can be collected in the next 12 months?

· How many businesses are behind on business licenses or have never had a license?

· Are there employees on administrative paid leave?  If so, cease paying these employees.

Councilmember Manning asked if we stop paying a city employee who has been ordered to stay home, is that employee being penalized if they are not guilty of any wrongdoing.  City Attorney Helton stated that usually administrative leave provisions involve an internal investigation to determine if an employment action should be taken.  If you suspend them with no pay, then you are making a determination that there was some kind of wrongdoing before you have fully investigated the matter.  In order to avoid litigation in the future, he feels that it is a necessary evil to go ahead and pay them while there are off.  Vice Mayor Petty amended his motion to state that rather than stop paying employees on administrative leave immediately, he would like for the Councilmembers to get a report on which employees are on administrative leave and when they were put on administrative leave.  He would also like a report on all the actions that have been taken to resolve the issue.  Mayor Steele stated that rather than doing two votes, the Council could vote on the original motion, and then Vice Mayor Petty could request the information from the City Manager.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - abstain; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.  

At this time, Vice Mayor Petty requested that the City continue to pay any employee on administrative leave, but the Council be furnished a report on all actions taken to resolve the issue.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, for the City Manager to furnish this information to the Council.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communications from Citizens:  
Jerry Rozzell, 1051 South Seminole Drive, discussed the budget surplus reported by former Mayor Dean, Council plans to develop Ringgold Road and the fact that 10,000 residents have left East Ridge.
John McNeel, 2017 McBrien stated he would like to meet with Mayor Steele, Chief Phillips and Director Wheeler after the meeting.
Chuck Meehan, 3611 Parham Road, stated he has lived in East Ridge and has never seen 10,000 residents leave East Ridge as Mr. Rozzell stated.  Mr. Meehan stated he is forming a citizens’ committee for concerned citizens to support the Council and get input from all the citizens.
Donna Reed, 5316 Dupont St., discussed the article by former Mayor Vince Dean regarding the City being under budget approximately $500,000 in this year’s budget.  She would like to know where those funds went.  The City Manager will look into this matter and get back with Ms. Reed.
Vernon Liston, 4108 Wade Drive, discussed his opposition to the change in the garbage collection schedule.

Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive, discussed the budget surplus and stated the City has management problems. 

Jack Jordan, Chairman of the Housing Board, stated the weeds need to be cleaned up on the Spring Creek Bridge.  City Manager Mays will look into this matter.

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton




 MAYOR                   
RECORDING CLERK
June 14, 2007
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