REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

May 24, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on May 24, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Rev. David Tabor, Jones Memorial United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.
Mayor Steele presented a Proclamation, read by City Attorney Helton, to Crestwood Garden Club in recognition of National Garden Week.  The Mayor also recognized Crestwood for receiving a 1st place Award for Garden Club of the Year in the State of Tennessee from the Tennessee Federation of Garden Clubs, Inc. 
The Minutes of the May 10, 2007 Agenda/Workshop Meeting, the Minutes of the May 10, 2007 Budget Workshop and the Minutes of May 10, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no corrections or additions.  The minutes were approved as presented.

Communication from Councilmembers/Staff:

Vice Mayor Petty welcomed the citizens and city employees to the meeting.

Director Wheeler announced there would be a Gun Show at the Arena this weekend plus the TAG Engine Show and soccer tournaments.
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  None
New Business:
RESOLUTION NO. 2036 - "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH JOHNSON, HICKEY AND MURCHISON, P.C. FOR THE RENDERING OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AND OTHER REGULATORY AGENCIES." was read by City Attorney Helton.  Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2036.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Approval to purchase SignEase software and new computer equipment from Local Government Data Processing Corp. – Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve this purchase.  Mayor Steele stated this is new software for check printing, plus three new laser printers.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communications from Citizens:  
Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive, discussed employee raises, cutting expenses, and overtime for the Animal Shelter.  She also discussed improving Ringgold Road.  The Mayor stated the he and the Council are working on a plan with various other agencies to improve the properties and the plan will be presented at a later time.

Dot Guinn, 1322 Orlando Avenue, discussed her opposition to a tax increase.  Mayor Steele stated that if nothing was done to reduce the $1.5 million deficit, a $.54 tax increase would be required, but the Council does not want to do this. 
The Mayor also announced that the AT&T Cable Bill has been withdrawn from the State Legislature, delaying action until next year.

The Mayor stated that there will be a special budget presentation, which would not be part of this official meeting, after this meeting is adjourned.

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton
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RECORDING CLERK
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