REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

March 22, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on March 22, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Rev. Sam Johnson, East Ridge United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton. 
Special Presentation – Jack Jordan, Chairman of the Better Housing Board, presented a plaque to Doris Wade, in honor of her late husband, Charles Wade.  Mr. Wade was a member of the Better Housing Board.

Kiwanis Club – Kiwanis Games May 12, 2007 at East Ridge High School –  Charlie Jones of the East Ridge Kiwanis Club invited the Mayor and Council to participate in the Kiwanis Games May 12, 2007 at East Ridge High School.  These games are to help children who are overweight or obese, with donations going back to the schools.  All the 4th and 5th graders in East Ridge Schools, public and private, have been invited to participate.  Homeschoolers may also participate.  There will also be a Health Fair in conjunction with the Games.  

Presentation of City website – Amanda Miller stated that the website has been completely revamped.  All city information and contact information for all departments is on the website.  Citizens can access information on business licenses, Camp Jordan, public safety, etc, as well as Council meeting minutes and information on Councilmembers.  The website also contains links to utility information, things to do in East Ridge and surrounding areas, school information, civic organizations, Hamilton County government and other various websites.  A slideshow presentation was planned but due to computer malfunction could not be presented.  The presentation will be planned for the next meeting. 
The minutes of the March 8, 2007 Agenda Meeting, the Minutes of March 8, 2007 Regular Meeting and the minutes of the March 10, 2007 Budget Workshop were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no corrections or additions.  The minutes were approved as presented.
The February 2007 Financial Statement was submitted to the Council for review.  There were no questions or comments.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the Financial Statement as presented.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Communication from Councilmembers/Staff:

Councilmember Card thanked the City Manager and the Directors for the work they are doing on the budget.  

Councilmember Petty welcomed the citizens to the meeting.

Mayor Steele appointed Ray Evans to the Industrial Development Board.

Director Wheeler announced the following events for this week at Camp Jordan

· Boat Show this weekend.

· Pre-season ball tournament that will last for 10 days.

Chief Phillips updated the Council on the signage at the playground.  He stated there are signs that say no wheeled vehicles on the track.  He said there are also signs being put up stating that the playground is a McBrien Elementary playground during school hours and a community playground after hours.   The Chief also commended the police officers who apprehended the robbers of the Family Dollar store the previous day.  He stated the suspects were also wanted by the FBI for bank robbery in North and South Carolina.

Mayor Steele asked Chief Phillips to update the Council and the citizens regarding the house on Navajo Drive which the owners want to use as a group home for juveniles.  The Mayor stated that if the citizens have questions that are not answered by the Chief, they may ask those questions.  Mayor Steele stated there is no issue with the people who want to open the home on Navajo, but the owners must comply with City ordinances.  He stated that we already have a group of children that feel unwanted, and he does not want to get into a debate about these children.  

The Chief stated that the New Creations facility is zoned O-1 which allows people to sleep overnight as an incidental use, not as the main use.  This is what the City Staff thought was taking place at the home, but this was not the case.  The City issued a cease and desist order, under which the home cannot operate as a social agency until the City staff investigates the matter further.  The property may have to be rezoned to an R-3, a multiple dwelling use.  In the meantime, the Chief has visited the facility and learned there could possibly be a state law that supersedes the City’s ordinance, but so far the City Attorney has not been able to find such a law.  If the property has to be rezoned, New Creations will have to make application through the Regional Planning Agency (RPA).  RPA will hold a public hearing to recommend approval or denial to the East Ridge City Council.  At that point, New Creations will have to make application through the City for rezoning.  Notices will go out to all neighbors within 100 yards of the property and there will be a public hearing before the City Council.  The Chief Building Official will investigate and interpret the zoning ordinances, along with the City Attorney, and at that time will make a recommendation to the City Council for approval or denial.  If the ordinance is approved on first reading, a second reading is required before final approval.  Mayor Steele recapped the discussion, 1) they do not comply with the zoning ordinance, 2) they must go through the Regional Planning Agency to rezone the property, and 3) there may be a state regulation that supersedes the City’s ordinance, but, at present, we do not know for sure.  

At this time, the Mayor allowed citizens with questions to come forward.  Debbie Moorefield of 406 Broughton St. asked the Mayor if there was a state law that supersedes the City’s ordinance.  The Mayor stated that at this time we do not know.  Ms. Moorefield asked if the citizens input would be considered in this matter if the Attorney finds out the state law exists.  City Attorney Helton stated he has not found an exemption under state law, so he could not say what input the citizens could have.   Ms. Moorefield commended the Council for standing up for the citizens in the area.  Stacy Linham, 421 Broughton St. stated she is concerned about juvenile delinquents at the home.  The Chief stated he does not know if the juveniles are delinquent, but that is not the question.  The City must be concerned with compliance to the ordinance.  Marvin Sewell, 416 Broughton St., asked what the zoning would have to be for the home to operate.  The chief stated it would have to be rezoned to R-3, multiple family dwelling.  Mr. Sewell stated that the neighbors do not oppose the efforts of the group and that it is a good service, but consideration should be given to the neighbors who were in the area first.  William Meadows, 403 Meadowlark Trail, stated that 2 years ago, the Council turned down a group home in his area because it was going to be for profit, which he thinks is the case on Navajo.  Robin Flores, an attorney in Chattanooga, stated some of the citizens have consulted with him on the matter because they are concerned about possible criminals at the group home.  
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  None
New Business:
RESOLUTION NO. 2027 – “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH BLEDSOE COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT, CHATTANOOGA POLICE DEPARTMENT, HAMILTON COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT, ATHENS POLICE DEPARTMENT, CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTMENT, BRADLEY COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT, MARION COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT, MEIGS COUNTY SHERIFFS DEPARTMENT, UTC POLICE DEPARTMENT, CHATTANOOGA HOUSING AUTHORITY POLICE DEPARTMENT,  ERLANGER POLICE DEPARTMENT, CHATTANOOGA AIRPORT POLICE DEPARTMENT, RED BANK POLICE DEPARTMENT, SODDY DAISY POLICE DEPARTMENT, SIGNAL MOUNTAIN POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF SHARING LAW ENFORCEMENT INFORMATION AMONG THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Chief Phillips stated this is a Memorandum of Understanding between the police agencies to share information through a system called Cop Link that was purchased with Homeland Security Funds.  Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve Resolution No. 2027.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2028  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED AGREEMENTS WITH THE TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE RELATIVE TO SIGNALIZATION AND INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS AT RINGGOLD ROAD AND CAMP JORDAN PARKWAY.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2028.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
Approval to waive fee for use of Amphitheater for Relay for Life – Director Wheeler stated this request is from the American Cancer Society which is a non-profit organization.  This is an overnight event and Ms. Wheeler recommended approval.  Vice Mayor Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Bids for new Reel Mower for Recreation Maintenance Dept. – Ms. Wheeler presented the bids as follows:
1.
Ladd’s


a.
Jacobsen LF-3800 Fairway Mower




$37,869


b.
Jacobsen LF-3407 Fairway Mower




$35,763

2.
BUGE – mower did not meet specifications

3.
Smith Turf and Irrigation Co.


a.
Toro Reelmaster 5500-D Mower




$31,864


b.
Second mower bid did not meet specifications

4.
Georgia Turf and Tractor


a.
John Deere 3225C Turf System II Mower 



$36,491

Staff recommends the low bid from Smith Turf and Irrigation Co. for $31,864 for the Toro Reelmaster 5500-D Mower.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Petty, to approve the low bid of $31,864 from Smith Turf and Irrigation Co.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Communications from Citizens:  None
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton




 MAYOR                   
RECORDING CLERK
March 22, 2007
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