REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

March 8, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on March 8, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Rev. Sam Johnson, East Ridge United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton. 
The minutes of the February 22, 2007 Agenda Meeting and the Minutes of February 22, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There was discussion of the minutes regarding employee leave time for clarification only, but no corrections or additions were made.  The minutes were approved as presented.
Communication from Councilmembers/Staff:

Councilmember Card introduced Ms. Jo Lawrence, President of the Crestwood Garden Club.  Ms. Lawrence stated that the club will be 65 years old in June 2007.  She discussed two new projects, one to plant a butterfly garden around the flag pole at Camp Jordan, with a butterfly bush in the middle donated by Pumpkin Queen Dot Guinn.  The second project is around the flag pole in front of Pioneer Playground.  Maintenance will be done by Crestwood.  The club is also selling dogwood trees for $30.00 to be planted on Fred Pruett Parkway on April 28, 2007.  The garden club is open to anyone interested in gardening, beginner or experienced.  The club helped plant the flowers at City Hall last year, and has helped in other areas around East Ridge.
Chief Phillips reported on the school shooting this same afternoon at East Ridge High School.  He stated that a custodian had gone into the school and shot himself.  He stated he was proud of the high school staff and the East Ridge Fire and Police staff.

Director Wheeler offered her appreciation to the Crestwood Garden Club for the work they do for the City.  She also reported on the following events going on in the park in March.

· Outdoor Soccer had a tournament the previous weekend which drew approximately 50 teams from all over the south.  Regular season begins the following Saturday.

· East Ridge High School had annual play day at the park.

· Tennessee State Neumismatic Society will hold a coin show this weekend at Camp Jordan Arena with over 200 vendors from 20 states.

· Sertoma Lawn and Garden Show will be held the 3rd weekend in March.

· Marine Specialty Boat Show.

· Beginning of baseball/softball season with 3 tournaments scheduled.

City Manager Mays introduced Hona Rogers, who is a city manager intern working with MTAS.  Ms. Rogers will be working with the City for approximately three months learning the budget and other aspects of City government.
City Manager Mays also announced he has a tentative date set for March 29, 2007 to meet with Mike Tallent, MTAS consultant to come to East Ridge to go over the East Ridge Charter with the Mayor and Council.

Mr. Mays also stated he appreciated the cards, prayers, and food brought to his home in the recent death of his mother.

Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  None
New Business:
Request from East Ridge Baseball/Softball Association to waive fees for three baseball tournaments – Director Wheeler provided information on the fees associated with these tournaments for the previous year.  She stated the fees were projected in the revenue for the 07-08 budget.  Kevin Wright, with the baseball/softball association, respectfully withdrew his request to waive the fees for these tournaments.  He did not want it to impact the budget and does not want to set a precedent for other organizations to ask for fees to be waived.  He also praised the park staff for the work they do at the park.
Monthly Animal Shelter Report – Chief Phillips reported on the number of adoptions, number of calls and other information for the month of January.  He stated the shelter has a very successful adoption program and very low euthanasia rate.  He stated that the Animal Shelter on petfinder.com.
Discussion of wrecker ordinance – Chief Phillips stated that Council had asked that the wrecker ordinance be updated some months ago, due to changes in federal law.  He and the City attorney have met with TDOT and with the wrecker vendors to get their input.  The Chief’s recommended changes for the ordinance are as follows:
· Continue with three district, Class A wreckers.

· Add one Class C wrecker, since there were only six calls the previous year for this type wrecker.
· Change the fee structure to match that of the State of Tennessee.

The City Attorney will include these recommendations in the second reading of the ordinance at the next meeting.  There was no objection to this.

Communications from Citizens:  
Chris Ellington, a former resident of East Ridge, stated that her son was almost knocked down at Pioneer Playground by the children from McBrien that are having recess at the playground.  She also stated that the teachers were on one side of the playground not watching the children.  The Mayor stated that although this is County property, he will have the City Manager will talk to the principal.   He also stated that the City would post signs to let citizens know the hours of the playground and times for recess periods.  Vice Mayor Petty stated that signs should be posted, if they are not already, that no motorized vehicles or bicycles should be allowed on the track.
Debbie Moorefield, 406 Broughton St. came forward as spokesperson for a group of residents objecting to the Juvenile Boys Home at 3404 Navajo Drive.  She and the neighbors had previously been informed it would be a Bed and Breakfast.  The group objects to the Boy’s Home due to safety concerns for children living in the neighborhood.  The boys ranging in age from 13 – 18 would reside at the home 24 hours a day.  She stated the residents in the area do not feel safe and want the project stopped.  Chief Phillips brought the Council up to date on the situation.  He stated the Chief Building Official was told this was a foster home for children ages 5 - 13 awaiting adoption.    Mayor Steele stated that the information Ms. Moorefield has given the council raises concerns.  He is not implying that these type homes have bad children in them, but it is the Council’s job to protect the children and the citizens of East Ridge first.  Chief Phillips stated if this needs a use on review approved by Council then operations would have to stop at the residence until further investigation of the matter.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton
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