AGENDA MEETING/WORKSHOP OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE

March 8, 2007 –  9:00 a.m.
The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on March 8, 2007, 9:00 a.m. for the purpose of discussing items on the agenda for the March 8, 2007 Council Meeting and other items.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.
Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays and City Recorder Middleton.  Director Wheeler, Director Phillips, and Chief Building Official Dempsey were also present.  City Attorney Helton was not present.
Items Discussed
Bill Lord with the Chattanooga Housing Authority (CHA) was present to discuss the duties of CHA and how they could help the City of East Ridge.  He stated that the CHA is not an entity of the City of Chattanooga, but actually is a state agency funded by the Department of Housing and Urban Development.  

Mr. Lord discussed Section 8 housing and how CHA does extensive background checks on these residents and has the authority to remove residents if needed.  He stated that CHA does much more than this, including:
· Authority for Development and re-development

· Code enforcement authority

· Authority to enter any structure for inspections.

· Help obtain Community Development Block Grants

· Help obtain decent, affordable living for citizens, especially elderly

Mr. Lord would like for the City of East Ridge to enter into an agreement with CHA to help the City with the above listed items, etc.  There would be no term to the agreement; either party could get out of it at any time.  The Mayor could also have an appointment to the CHA board.  The Mayor would like Mr. Dempsey to get together a list of 30 – 40 areas of assistance and make recommendations to the Council.
Old Business:  None
New Business:
Request from East Ridge Baseball/Softball Association to waive fees for three baseball tournaments – Mayor Steele stated that he is concerned that waiving the fees for these events would encourage other groups to request waiving fees.  Director Wheeler is also concerned because these rental fees are included in her budget revenues.
Monthly Animal Shelter Report – Mayor Steele wants to keep the public aware of the good adoption program at the Shelter.  He would like to have monthly reports presented at the Council meetings on Animal Shelter and Codes Enforcement/Building Inspection.  Vice Mayor Petty suggested putting a “Pet of the Week” in the East Ridge Community Newspaper.

Discussion of Establishing a Beautification Committee – This item was removed from the agenda.  Councilmember Card will discuss this during Communication from Councilmembers.
Discussion of wrecker ordinance – Chief Phillips stated the ordinance is not ready for 2nd and final reading.  The wrecker owners have not gotten with the Chief and City Attorney with their recommendations.  The Mayor wants to leave this on the agenda and have the Chief make his recommendations to the Council for their approval and have the ordinance ready for 2nd reading at the next Council meeting.
The Council also discussed the following items:

· Donation boxes that have become an eyesore.  Mr. Dempsey will write a letter to the owners to get them cleaned up.
· The City’s website is ready to be posted to the internet.

· Contract with America Internet for wireless service.

· Electrical hookups for the open area surrounding Camp Jordan Amphitheater.

· Possibility of installing a digital sign at the entrance to Camp Jordan.
The meeting was adjourned.
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