REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

February 22, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on February 22, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Rev. Ronnie Mitchell, East Ridge Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton. City Manager Mays was not present.
Mayor Steele announced that City Manager Mays’ mother passed away and asked everyone to keep his family in their prayers.

The minutes of the February 8, 2007 Agenda Meeting and the Minutes of February 8, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no corrections or additions.  The minutes were approved as presented.
The January 2007 Financial Statement was submitted to the Council for review.  There were no questions or comments about the financial statement.  The Financial Statement was approved as presented.

Communication from Councilmembers:

Mayor Steele announced that on March 24, 2007, the East Ridge Kiwanis Club will sponsor a pancake breakfast at Wally’s Restaurant from 7:30 am. – 12:00 noon.  The Mayor has tickets if anyone is interested.
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  None
New Business: 
Request  from Tom  Lomenaque to relocate “Do Not Enter” sign  on  Cemetery  Road – Mark Dempsey, Chief Building Official, stated that Mr. Lomenaque is requesting to relocate a “do not enter” sign just beyond the driveway entering the cemetery.  It will provide better access into the cemetery and into the area of the new mausoleum.  Mr. Dempsey stated that Mark Visage, Traffic Engineer, has done a study and found that there would be no adverse effects to the existing conditions if approved.  There was no opposition present. Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the request to relocate the sign.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request from Mac Pendley to fill residential lot in flood zone at 1832 Prigmore Road – The request is for a 50 x 50 pad approximately 3 feet deep.  Building Official Dempsey stated that filling this lot would not increase the floodway in this area.  Mr. Dempsey recommended approval.  There was no opposition.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the request.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Petty - yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - abstain; Councilmember Sewell - yes; Mayor Steele - yes.  Motion approved.  Mr. Pendley stated that since he made this request, he has combined the lots at 1832 and 1882 Prigmore with the driveway being at 1882 Prigmore, which will be the official address for this request.
Dirt – Mayor Steele stated that questions have come up about a dirt donation to the City worth approximately $8,000 - $9,000.  He stated that he does not know who the owner of the property is, but knows that Vice Mayor Petty is not the owner.  After going through the proper channels and checking with the City Attorney, it was determined that the donation was not illegal or inappropriate.  Director Wheeler sent trucks down to the property to pick up the dirt, but no city equipment or city employees were used to clear the dirt from the property.  City trucks only hauled the dirt to Camp Jordan Park.  
Discussion of Employee Leave Time – Mayor Steele stated there had been a lot of information in the news lately about accumulated leave time for government entities such as Hamilton County and Hamilton County School Board; therefore, the Council wanted to look into the city’s leave time policy.  Currently, employees can accumulate 320 hours of leave time and will be paid for anything over 320 hours at their current rate of pay.  The Mayor feels this is a good policy.
Discussion of the City’s 86th Birthday – Councilmember Card proposed the City celebrate the City’s 86th birthday on April 7, 2007.  He wants to use the amphitheater and surrounding area to invite citizens, plus area veterans, to a cookout and celebration.  Director Wheeler will confirm that is an open date for the park.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, for the City to observe the City’s 86th birthday on April 7, 2007 pending confirmation of the open date.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communications from Citizens:  
Garry Gray, 6115 Bermuda Avenue, stated Councilmember Card has a good idea about celebrating the City’s birthday and inviting veterans to the event.

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton
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