REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

February 8, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on February 8, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Brother Butch Jolley, East Ridge Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton. City Manager Mays was not present.
Special Presentation – This item was removed from Agenda.

Approval of Minutes of January 25, 2007 Regular Meeting – The minutes of the January 25, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no corrections or additions.  The minutes were approved as presented.
Communication from Councilmembers:

City Attorney Helton discussed the property on Beulah Drive which is being filled with concrete slabs.  Mr. Helton cited state code 6-54-113 and city code 13-103 – 106, while dumping is not necessarily illegal; it is illegal and a violation of the codes to have such refuse that cause a breeding ground for vermin or rodents.  Chief Phillips will get with the building official to take care of this problem.
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:
Discussion of installing a “Welcome to East Ridge” sign at 6600 Ringgold Road. – tabled from 1/25/07 – Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Petty, to table this item until further information is obtained.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
New Business: 
Approval for Purchase of Computer Equipment from Local Government Data Processing – Mayor Steele stated that we are looking at several options that may not require the purchase of all the computer equipment.    Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to table this item until all options are considered.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Discussion of internet proposal from America Internet – William Haynes – Mayor Steele would like for this item to be tabled until we get further information from Mr. Haynes, who is working with the City Attorney.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to table this item until Mr. Haynes and the City Attorney bring the information back before the Council.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Discussion of Budget – Mayor Steele stated he has been looking at the budget.  He said the 06 – 07 budget has over $1,000,000 more in expenses than in revenue.  The City is taking the additional funds out of surplus.  He stated that cities must have a certain amount in surplus or it could cause the city to incur higher interest rates relating to loans and bond issues.  He has asked the City Manager and both directors to look at the budget closely and make recommendations on how to save funds that would not have to be taken out of surplus.  He stated that one of the ways to increase revenue would be to increase property taxes and no one wants to do that.
Appointment to Beer Board – Councilmember Card appointed Mr. Steve Gaston.  Mr. Gaston stated he was honored to be appointed and would do everything he can to help the City.
Communications from Citizens:  
Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive, asked what caused the City to go so far over budget.  The Mayor stated the City is not over budget, but we are balancing the budget with surplus.   He stated he did not want to give the impression the City is in bad shape, that we do have a good surplus.  The City is healthy and he wants it to stay that way.  He would like to end the year with lower than budgeted expenses.

Kevin Wright, 809 Mt. Belvoir Drive, Commissioner of Baseball at Camp Jordan, spoke representing baseball and softball at the Park.  He stated the organization has done approximately $56,000 worth of work at the Park and is requesting that the City waive the fees for four upcoming baseball and softball tournaments.  He stated the profits would come back to the park for upkeep.  Councilmember Manning asked Mr. Wright how much they take in for each tournament.  Mr. Wright stated it could range anywhere from $3,000 - $20,000 depending on the number of teams.  Vice Mayor Petty asked Ms. Wheeler how it would affect her budget.  Ms. Wheeler stated that rental fees go into revenue for the park.  Fees are $250 per quad for the weekend which does not even cover the City’s expenses as far as staffing.  She stated she does have a reduced fee request form.  Mayor Steele asked Mr. Wright to make the request through Ms. Wheeler, who will then bring the request back before the Council.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton
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