REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

January 25, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on January 25, 2007.  Mayor Steele called the meeting to order.   Rev. Billy Dean, Frawley Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Mayor Steele announced that Henry Fisher was in the hospital.  He also announced that Officer Bob Burkhart was in Intensive Care at Memorial Hospital
Present were:  Mayor Steele, Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.
Special Presentation – This item was removed from Agenda.

Donation of Automatic External Defibrillator by Mark Sims CEO, Parkridge East Hospital to East Ridge Fire Rescue – This item was removed from Agenda.
The minutes of the January 11, 2007 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  There were no corrections or additions to the minutes.  They were approved as presented.
Communication from Councilmembers:

Mayor Steele thanked Vice Mayor Petty for filling in for him at the previous meeting.  The Mayor was out of the country on a mission trip.
Councilmembers Card and Manning welcomed the crowd that came out for the meeting
Councilmember Petty welcomed Mayor Steele to his first regular meeting and looks forward to working with him.

City Manager Mays announced the Elected Officials Academy to be held on Friday, February 23 and Saturday Feb. 24, 2007 in Chattanooga.
Mayor Steele stated he would like to find a way to honor the men and women in East Ridge that are serving in Iraq.  He presented a concept of a billboard display that would have pictures of the people serving and also send them a picture of the billboard.  He asked that the citizens let him know who is serving and also give suggestions on how to raise money for this project.

Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:
None

New Business: 
RESOLUTION NO. 2025   - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED AGREEMENT WITH THE APPALACHIA HIDTA TASK FORCE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF CONFISCATED FUNDS AND THE RULES AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE USE OF THE FUNDS.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve Resolution No. 2025.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2026 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED SATELLITE USER AGREEMENT WITH THE CHATTANOOGA POLICE DEPARTMENT FOR USE AND TRAINING OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE INFORMATION SYSTEMS.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2026.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Sealed bids for police vehicle – Chief  Phillips presented bids as follows:

Bobby Jones Ford
$24,303.45


Golden Circle Ford
$24,866.45

Staff recommends the low bid of Bobby Jones Ford.  This is a budgeted item that will come out of the drug fund. Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve the low bid of $24,303.45 from Bobby Jones Ford.

Discussion of City Garage – Chief Phillips discussed the need for a new City Garage plus all the public works facilities.  He stated that some of the buildings, especially the garage, are in very bad shape.  Repairs to the garage would be costly and could be dangerous.  The building is also in the flood plain.  The chief stated one option would be to build a joint facility at the Traffic Control location.  He would like Council’s permission to study the issue and come back before them with the various recommendations.  The Mayor stated a motion would not be needed to do the study, but if any expenditures arise such as architect’s fees, the Chief should come back before the Council for approval.
Discussion of installing a “Welcome to East Ridge” sign at 6600 Ringgold Road – Mark Dempsey, Building Official stated that the owner of the property, Larry Crane, is out of town and he will get with him next week to discuss the sign.  Mayor Steele stated that Councilmember Manning has talked to Mr. Crane and he has given the City permission to use this sign.  Mayor Steele asked Mr. Manning if Mr. Crane might be willing to deed us the property where the sign sits, so that no problems arise in the future.  This item was tabled until the next meeting.
Discussion of traffic light camera enforcement – Chief Phillips stated that the City of Red Bank has used the traffic cameras for the past year with very good results.  He stated that use of the cameras could significantly lower the number of accidents at the intersections that have the cameras, plus it would help with the reconstruction of accidents.  He stated that the companies that do this install the equipment for free, but they share in the revenues for tickets that are written.  A police officer revues the pictures and decides if the person should get a ticket.  He would like for the Council to authorize him and the City Attorney to develop a Request for Proposal and to come up with an ordinance.  
Appointments to Beer Board

     Councilmember Card will have an appointment for the next meeting.
     Councilmember Sewell appointed Brian Williams.
Appointments to Library Board

     
Councilmember Sewell reappointed Pete Wingate.
Appointments to Better Housing Board

    
 Vice Mayor Petty appointed Vernon Liston.
Appointments to Zoning Appeals Board

     
Councilmember Sewell reappointed Bill Jones.
     
Councilmember Manning reappointed Mike Hendrix.
    
Councilmember Card reappointed Bill Voss.
Appointments to Industrial Development Board

    
Vice Mayor Petty appointed Lamar Black.

Councilmember Sewell appointed Buddy Broome.
Appointments to History Museum/Archives Committee

    
Mayor Steele appointed Brent Lambert
Mayor Steele recognized former Commissioner Betty Cheek and Ann Pruett, wife of the last Mayor Pruett.
Communications from Citizens:  
Betty Cheek discussed the property next to her on Beulah Drive.  She stated the owner is dumping concrete slabs on the property and it is becoming an eyesore.  She would like for the City to have this stopped.  Mark Dempsey will look into the situation and get back with Mrs. Cheek.
Mayor Steele asked the Better Housing Board to stay and meet with him after the Council meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele





Janet Middleton




 MAYOR                   
RECORDING CLERK
January 25, 2007
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