REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

January 11, 2007 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on January 11, 2007.  Vice Mayor Petty called the meeting to order.   Rev. Billy Dean, Frawley Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Vice Mayor Petty, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Sewell, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.  Mayor Steele was not present.
Vice Mayor Petty stated that Mayor Steele was out of town and would not be at the meeting tonight.
East Ridge Education Committee Proclamation – Former Mayor and now State Representative Vince Dean presented a proclamation to the East Ridge Education Committee for their 10th anniversary as an organization and for their dedicated service to the City of East Ridge.   He also encouraged citizens to get involved in this group to help the children of East Ridge.
Vice Mayor Petty welcomed new Councilmember Larry Sewell to his first regular Council meeting.

The minutes of the December 14, 2006 Agenda Meeting, the December 14, 2006 Regular Meeting, and the December 18, 2006 Inaugural Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 

The minutes of the January 4, 2007 Called Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
The December 2006 Financial Statement was presented to the Council for review.  There were no questions or comments about the financial statement.  The Financial Statement will stand approved for audit.

Communication from Councilmembers:

Councilmember Card stated he appreciated the good crowd and was glad to see State Representative Dean at the meeting.
Councilmember Sewell thanked the East Ridge Education Committee for all their work they do with the schools in East Ridge.  He also stated he wants to make the citizens of East Ridge proud for having elected him to the Council.

Vice Mayor Petty thanked the council for having confidence in him to elect him as Vice Mayor.  Mr. Petty also wants the citizens to be proud of him and appreciated them electing him to council.

Vice Mayor Petty also announced the passing of Charles Wade and asked everyone to remember the family in their prayers.  Mr. Wade was member of the City’s Better Housing Board.

Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:
None

New Business: 
Discussion of installing a “Welcome to East Ridge” sign at 6600 Ringgold Road – Councilmember Manning stated that the owner of C & C Motors is willing to donate use of the sign pole on his property in order to put the welcome sign up.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Sewell, to table this item until the next meeting in order to investigate this matter further.  Vice Mayor Petty stated it was probably a good idea to have the sign, but the City needed additional information in order to do this.
Communications from Citizens:  
Butch Bryson, 4330 Dupont St. asked about the status of the new wrecker ordinance.  City Attorney Helton stated that after the previous meeting with the wrecker operators, it was his understanding that the operators were going to give him their suggestions regarding the ordinance.  At this point, he has not received anything from the operators.  He stated that if the operators get their suggestions to him, he can get with Chief Phillips and have another meeting with the operators within a week or so.
Twyla Pemberton, 4310 Duvall St., asked if anything could be done about the lack of lighting on the back part of the walking track at Camp Jordan.  Director Wheeler stated there are no electrical lines in that area and at this time, funds are not available to install the lines.  Vice Mayor Petty suggested looking at this item for the next budget.

Lovetta Perry, 1402 Sunnyfield Lane, is having a problem with water run-off from the neighbor’s property.  City Attorney Helton stated that Building Official Mark Dempsey could verify if the neighbor has the proper permits, but other than that, this was a matter between two property owners.  She also said that Tweety Motors is causing run-off on the road, which then comes on her property.  Mr. Helton suggested the residents get with Mr. Dempsey.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

Mike Steele






Janet Middleton
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