REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

December 14, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on December 14, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.   Rev. Billy Dean, Frawley Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton. 
Parade Awards – Amanda Miller, Administrative Assistant, presented the 2006 Christmas Parade Awards as follows:


Judges 



Elaine Taylor, David Testerman, and Melanie Clark


Education category 

1st place, East Ridge High School cheerleaders






2nd place, Cub Scout Pack 3007






3rd place, East Ridge High School JROTC


Bands



East Ridge High School






Tennessee Temple Marching Drum Line


Non-education category
National Championship Twirling Academy






2nd place – Carpenter’s Cowboy Church






3rd place – Ginger Brown’s Academy


Grand Marshals

Ms. Dot Guinn






Mr. Bill Swafford

Ms. Miller also thanked Oakwood Baptist Church for their hospitality for providing coffee and restroom facilities during the parade.

Kiwanis Presentation – Glenn Meadows of the East Ridge Kiwanis Club presented a $250 check to Councilmember Card for the East Ridge Needy Children’s Fund.
Special Presentations – Mayor Dean presented a plaque to Reserve Officer Brad Grant for serving as honorary Sergeant at Arms and for providing security for the Council meetings.
Mayor Dean also presented a plaque to Vice Mayor Louie Thompson for his dedicated service to the City while serving as Councilmember and Vice Mayor.  Vice Mayor Thompson stated he has thoroughly enjoyed being a member of the Council.  He also read the names of friends that he has lost over the last few years – Charles Ezell, Hubert Hughes, Raymond Clark, Steve Bevil, and Fred Pruett. 

Vice Mayor Thompson and the other Councilmembers presented a plaque to Mayor Dean for his dedicated service to the City of East Ridge.  Mayor Dean thanked Skip Vaughn; Gerald McCormick, State Representative; Richard Floyd, State Representative, and also recognized his family.  Mayor Dean stated he has enjoyed serving on the Council for the past 10 years.
At this time, Chief Phillips introduced a slide show tribute set to music that the staff had put together showing Mayor Dean’s decade of service to the City.  Chief Phillips stated he appreciated what the Mayor has done for the City over the past 10 years.
After the tribute, Mayor Dean stated that he was humbled to be able to serve the City of East Ridge for the past 10 years and will continue to serve the people of his district.  He thanked the department heads and the Councilmembers.  He stated that the swearing in for the new councilmembers will be on December 18, 2006.  
The minutes of the November 9, 2006 Agenda Meeting, the November 9, 2006 Regular Meeting and the December 7, 2006 Called Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
The November 2006 Financial Statement was presented to the Council for their review.  There were no questions or comments about the financial statement.  The Financial Statement will stand approved for audit.

Communication from Councilmembers:

Councilmember Card stated it has been an honor to serve with Mayor Dean and Vice Mayor Thompson over the past 4 years.

Vice Mayor Thompson expressed his appreciation to the citizens of East Ridge for electing him to serve the past 4 years.

Councilmember Manning stated it has been a pleasure to serve with Mayor Dean and Vice Mayor Thompson and asked the Lord’s blessing on them.

Councilmember Petty stated he has enjoyed serving with the Mayor and Vice Mayor since he appointment in January 2006.   He stated he would not have gotten involved had it not been for Mayor Dean and wished him the best while serving in Nashville as State Representative.

City Attorney Helton reiterated what other members have said about the Mayor.  He has served with Mayor Dean the entire time he has been in office and considers he and Vice Mayor Thompson to be his friends.

Mayor Dean announced the passing of Pete Gilreath, former commissioner and long-time owner of Kingwood Hardware Store.

Mayor Dean stated that Richard Hutsell has resigned as Chairman of the Beer Board.  The Mayor appointed Dennis Norwood as chairman of the board, based on the recommendation of the board members.
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:
ORDINANCE NO.   821 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF ROY L. HENDERSON, JR. FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO O-1 OFFICE DISTRICT, A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 1015 SPRING CREEK ROAD.” (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  There was no opposition present.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Ordinance No. 821 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.  
ORDINANCE NO.   822 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF LARRY D. CRANE FROM C-1 TOURISM COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 6600 RINGGOLD ROAD.”  (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  There was no opposition present.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Ordinance No. 822 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
New Business: 
Bids for hydraulic rescue tools – City Manager Mays presented the bids as follows:

Finley Fire Equipment 

$30,071.23


Newton Fire and Safety

$32,373.92


C & C Supply Co.


$24,501.00

Staff recommends the low bid of C & C Supply Co.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the low bid of C & C Supply Co.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Appointment to the Management Committee of the Hamilton County Stormwater Pollution Control Program – Mayor Dean asked that the Council confirm his reappointment of Mark Dempsey to this board.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve this reappointment.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Cancellation of December 28, 2006 Council Meeting – Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to cancel the December 28, 2006 Council meeting.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning – yes; Councilmember Petty – yes;  Mayor Dean - abstain.  Motion approved. 
Permission to make application to rezone City Hall Annex Building from O-1 Office District to O-2 Office District – Mayor Dean explained that we have a possible tenant interested in renting the office space in the Annex building, but it would have to be rezoned to O-2 before this is done.  He also suggested that the staff research the City Hall building to see what the zoning is for it, and send it also to the Planning Commission also, if necessary.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to make application with the Planning Commission to rezone the Annex building from O-1 to O-2.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 

Mayor Dean announced there would be a photo contest sponsored by the East Ridge Leadership Class.  Photos will be used for a quilt project.  

Communications from Citizens:  
Dot Guinn, 1322 Orlando Avenue, stated Mayor Dean has been good to her in the past and her prayers will be with him.  She also stated she was proud to have served as Grand Marshall of the Christmas parade.  

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
December 14, 2006
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