REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

September 28, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on September 28, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.   Rev. Billy Dean, Frawley Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.  Vice Mayor Thompson was not present.

Chief Phillips introduced the new Crime Prevention and Public Information Officer, Eric Hopkins.  He stated Officer Hopkins would be implementing Neighborhood Watch Programs in the various communities.

The minutes of the August 24, 2006 Agenda Meeting, August 24, 2006 Public Hearing, August 24, 2006 Regular Meeting, and the September 21, 2006 Called Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Mays read the July 2006 and the August 2006 Financial Statements.  Without objection, both Financial Statements were approved as read for audit.

Communication from Councilmembers:

Councilmember Manning thanked the Fire and Police Depts. for their help during his recent emergency at his home.  Mr. Manning also reported that Mr. Johnny Fine is doing better but still needs everyone’s prayers.
Councilmember Petty recognized Vernon Liston and Beth Tatum.  He stated that he and Mr. Liston, Ms. Tatum and Chuck Meehan of the Archives Committee attended a meeting in Maryville regarding archives.  He stated the City will receive a grant for the museum.  Ms. Tatum will be working in the Archives/History Museum.

Mayor Dean recognized the following candidates running for office:  Brent Lambert, David Guffey, Larry Sewell, Jerry McCullough, Garry Gray, Jerry Petty and Tom Card.

Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:
ORDINANCE NO. 818 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TITLE 1, GENERAL ADMINISTRATION BY ADDING

A NEW CHAPTER 6, CODE OF ETHICS.” (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean suspended the rules for discussion purposes.  The Mayor stated this ordinance was mandated by state law.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Ordinance No. 818, on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
New Business:

ORDINANCE NO. 819 - "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO ALLOW G & K SIGNS (THOMAS E. STEGER) TO CONSTRUCT A NEW BILLBOARD AT 6521 RINGGOLD ROAD IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE 481, ARTICLE V, SECTION 1104.4 TITLED USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW.” (1st reading).  Reading of this ordinance was postponed by request of the applicant.  First reading will be at the next meeting on October 12, 2006.
ORDINANCE NO. 820 – "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO ALLOW FAIRWAY OUTDOOR (ZACH ROBERTS) TO CONSTRUCT A NEW BILLBOARD AT 6600 RINGGOLD ROAD IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE 481, ARTICLE V, SECTION 1104.4 TITLED USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW.” (1st reading) Reading of this ordinance was postponed by request of the applicant.  First reading will be at the next meeting on October 12, 2006.
RESOLUTION NO. 2019 - “A RESOLUTION TO FIX THE LOCATION OF FIRE HYDRANTS AND TO COMMIT FOR THE USE OF EIGHT- INCH WATER MAIN LINE UNDER AN AGREEMENT WITH THE TENNESSEE-AMERICAN WATER COMPANY.” was read by City Attorney Helton.   Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Resolution No. 2019.  Mayor Dean stated this was 10 new fire hydrants, plus installation of two 8-inch mains.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO.  2020 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED ADDENDUM TO THE HIDTA TASK FORCE AGREEMENT.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2020.  This changes the amount of overtime for the officer on the DEA Task Force to $14,000.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2021  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF TENNESSEE FOR THE PARTICIPATION IN THE POLICE TRAFFIC SERVICES HIGHWAY PROJECT GRANT.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2021.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request from East Ridge High School to waive fee for use of softball fields at Camp Jordan for Annual Play Day on March 3, 2007 – Director Wheeler stated there was no scheduling conflicts and the City has allowed the high school to do this for the past several years.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to waive the fee for this event.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request from East Ridge Middle School to use Camp Jordan soccer fields for soccer jamboree and home games – Director Wheeler stated there was no scheduling conflict for this event.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to allow the Middle School to use the fields.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Approval for City Manager to attend Tennessee Government Finance Officer’s Association meeting on October 26 - 27 – Mayor Dean stated the meeting will be held in Franklin, TN and the City Manager has attended for several years.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to allow the City Manager to attend the meeting.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Bids for Ford Explorer Tactical Patrol Vehicles – City Manager Mays presented the bids as follows:

Ted Russell Ford
$28,976.00 each
$57,952.00 Total


Bobby Jones Ford
$26,941.50 each
$53,883.00 Total

Bobby Jones Ford low bid is below the budget estimate of $56,000 and vehicles come fully equipped per city specifications.  Staff recommends the low bid of Bobby Jones Ford at $53,883.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve the low bid of Bobby Jones Ford.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2022  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER OR HIS DESIGNEE TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED AGREEMENT WITH THE ALHAMBRA SHRINE TEMPLE FOR THE LEASING OF THE CAMP JORDAN ARENA FOR SIX DAYS DURING THE YEAR 2008 WITH OPTIONAL YEARS OF 2009-2012 FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF THE ALHAMBRA SHRINE CIRCUS.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Director Wheeler stated this was the same agreement as previous years.  Mayor Dean announced the circus would be on October 12 – 15 at the Arena.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2022.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.     

Communications from Citizens:

Mimi Lowrey, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive asked if the City or the Water Co. was installing the 8” mains.  The Mayor informed her it would be the Water Co.  She also asked if the 

new Fire Station would run over budget and where the money would come from if they did.  Mr. Mays stated that it would over budget before it is finished and the funds would come from the Sewer fund.  Mayor Dean stated that is was common practice to use this fund for one-time purchases, since we no longer need it for sewers.  Ms. Lowrey also wanted to know how long a first reading of an ordinance was good for.  The City Attorney stated that the only requirement under the City Code is that it has to be read twice before it becomes law.  There is no specific time.

Butch Bryson, 4330 Dupont St. discussed the moratorium on district wrecker services.  Mr. Bryson asked the Council to remove the moratorium so other wrecker services can get on the rotation list for the Police Dept.  Mayor Dean stated that the Council has asked the City Attorney to let the Council know where the City stands and why the City has had the moratorium for so long.  The Attorney stated there have been various problems with illnesses and deaths in the Records Dept. making it difficult to get the needed information.  The City Attorney stated he has reviewed various ordinances for other cities and has tried to come up with a unified plan.  Mr. Helton has also asked the Public Safety Director to set up a meeting within the next 30 days, with the current district wrecker services, TDOT and with any other interested parties to go over a draft which addresses all the issues in the wrecker ordinance so the moratorium could be lifted.  Mayor Dean entertained a motion which would direct the City Attorney and the Public Safety Director to hold this meeting within the next 30 days.  Councilmember Petty made a motion to have this meeting within 30 days.  Motion died for lack of a second.  There was also a discussion of C Class wrecker services for larger vehicles.  The City Attorney stated the moratorium does not prohibit Mr. Bryson from opening a wrecker service, only from having a district wrecker license.  Mayor Dean asked the City Attorney, as a favor to him, to have the meeting within 30 days.  He also asked anyone that is interested in attending this meeting to give their name and number to the City Attorney.
Warren Hancock with Broome’s Wrecker Service stated that he had handled a C class call on the previous Sunday morning and had no problem with it.

Dot Guinn, 1322 Orlando Avenue, stated she was disappointed there was no Council meeting at the first of September.  She also discussed a house on Gleason Drive that has weeds, junk cars and trash in the yard.  The Mayor asked the City Manager to go over to the house in question and see what needs to be done to get the property cleaned up.
Rhonda Harbison, 6200 Holiday Drive, stated that she was an employee in the Inspection Dept. and her primary job was to make sure properties were kept clean and sanitary.  She stated she was fired in January and has heard that nothing has been done to keep properties clean since she left.  Mayor Dean stated that Ms. Harbison did work in the Inspection Dept. and stated the house on Gleason had been a problem for 10 years. 
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
September 28, 2006
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