REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

August 24, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on August 24, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.   Brother Mark Womack, Jones Memorial United Methodist Church gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.

Mayor Dean presented a proclamation to the East Ridge 5 & 6 Year Old All Stars for winning the championship at the 2006 Dizzy Dean World Series held in Rossville, Georgia.  The team coach presented a trophy to the City of East Ridge to be placed at Camp Jordan.

Mayor Dean asked Larry Clark of 906 Mt. Belvoir Drive to address the Council and audience regarding the River Rescue.  He stated that volunteers with the River Rescue clean up trash and debris in the rivers and creeks in the area.  This year the rescue will be held on October 7, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Trash bags and gloves will be provided.  He asked the Council if the City could provide a garbage truck to haul off the debris and also asked to use the city property on Sewanee Drive for access to Spring Creek.  They will be working on an approximate 1,500 ft. section of the creek.  He invited Councilmembers to help with the project.  Mayor Dean designated City Manager Mays as a contact person for this project.
The minutes of the August 10, 2006 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Mays read the June 2006 Financial Statement.  Without objection, the Financial Statement was approved as read for audit.

Communication from Councilmembers:

Councilmember Manning updated the Council on the condition of Johnny Fine.  He stated he is doing better and asked everyone to remember the family in prayer.  Mayor Dean asked everyone to remember the Howard Russell family in Mr. Russell’s passing.

Reports from Committees:

Archives/History Museum – Vernon Liston and Chuck Mehan updated the Council on the progress of the Archives and History Museum.  Mr. Liston stated that the Osborn Foundation has committed to donate $45,000 to the museum over the next three years.  The renovation of the building is complete except for the installation of the heat and air unit.  He stated the Committee would be buying document imaging equipment in the near future.  Mr. Liston thanked the staff members for all their help.  He also thanked the Council for their decision to open this museum.  Mayor Dean thanked the committee for their hard work.  He stated they are not going into this blindly and are doing things the right way the first time.  Mr. Mehan stated the Lion’s Club has made a $1,500 donation to be used for area students to make drawings of the past 85 years as a City.  They will be evaluated by the art teachers and Allied Arts Council.  The winning pictures will be framed and put in the museum and the winner’s will be provided with a dinner from Shoney’s.
Mayor Dean recognized former Mayor Tom Shaver.

Old Business:  

ORDINANCE NO. 815 - "AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE REVENUE FOR THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2006, TO JUNE 30, 2007, AND APPROPRIATING THE SAME TO THE PAYMENT OF EXPENSES OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT; FIXING THE RATE OF TAXATION OF ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY IN THE CITY; AND THE TIME TAXES ARE DUE; HOW THEY SHOULD BE PAID; WHEN THEY WILL BECOME DELINQUENT; AND PROVIDING FOR INTEREST AND PENALTIES ON DELINQUENT TAXES AND PRIVILEGES." (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  The rules were suspended for discussion purposes.  Mayor Dean stated that a public hearing was held prior to the Council meeting for citizen input.  He also stated this budget was less than the budget for the previous year and appreciated the directors for this.  He also stated there was some new equipment and new positions in the budget that will enhance services the citizens receive.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve Ordinance No. 815 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
ORDINANCE NO.   816 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF VINEYARD INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT AND A-1 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT TO RT-1 RESIDENTIAL TOWNHOUSE DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 621 FRAWLEY ROAD”  (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  There was no opposition to the rezoning.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Ordinance No. 816 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
ORDINANCE NO. 817 - "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO ALLOW VOLUNTEER OUTDOOR ADVERTISING, INC. (THOMAS E. STEGER) TO CONSTRUCT A NEW BILLBOARD AT 4100 RINGGOLD ROAD IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE 481, ARTICLE V, SECTION 1203.15 TITLED USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW.” (2nd and final reading).  Mayor Dean stated this may need to go before the Variance Board as a variance.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to table this until the City Attorney can look into this and report back to the Council.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
New Business:
ORDINANCE NO. 818 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TITLE 1, GENERAL ADMINISTRATION BY ADDING A NEW CHAPTER 6, CODE OF ETHICS.” (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean stated it is mandated by state law that every government entity adopts a Code of Ethics.  The Councilmembers made suggestions in the Agenda Meeting for the City Attorney to make changes in the ordinance before second and final reading.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Ordinance No. 818 on first reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2018 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE EXTENDING THE CONTRACT TERMS OF THE CITY MANAGER AND THE CITY ATTORNEY TO COINCIDE WITH THE BUDGET YEAR OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean stated this is a housekeeping measure that gets the contracts in line with the budget.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2018.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Approval of sealed bids for purchase and installation of 3-ton heat pump for Archive Museum – City Manager Mays presented bids as follows:

Apex Heating and Air Conditioning Co, Inc.


$12,000

Mayor Dean stated this may seem like a large amount, but the unit has a humidifier/dehumidifier which is needed to help preserve the documents.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the bid of Apex Heating and Air.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Permission for the Archives/History Museum Committee to consult with the State of Tennessee Archives - Mayor Dean stated the committee approached him about consulting with the State Archives to get advice and direction and would like Council approval to do so.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve this request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communication from Citizens:
Dot Guinn, 1322 Orlando Avenue, asked the Council about the plans for the 85th Birthday Celebration.  Councilmember Card stated that Ms. Guinn is the Senior Ms. Pumpkin and Cider Festival Queen and will be riding on a float in the parade.  Ms. Guinn also told the Council that the properties at 3605 and 3603 Gleason were run-down and would like something done about it.  Chief Phillips stated his department would take care of this.

The meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
August 24, 2006
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