REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

August 10, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on August 10, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.   Dr. J. David Tabor, Jones Memorial United Methodist Church gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.

The minutes of the July 13, 2006 Regular Meeting, the July 27, 2006 Agenda Meeting, the August 3, 2006 Called Meeting and the August 10, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communication from Councilmembers: 
Mayor Dean read a letter he received from Mr. Jerry Rozzell and was asked by Mr. Rozzell to read in the meeting.  The letter was from Jackie Miller of Belltone Hearing Aids, 4110-A Brainerd Road, regarding Mr. Rozzell’s hearing impairment.  They stated the meetings are hard for Mr. Rozzell to understand due to the attorney’s rapid pace of speech.  They recommended the attorney speak more slowly and clearly, make eye contact with the persons with whom he is speaking, and make occasional pauses in speaking.  The Mayor stated he has spoken with Mr. Rozzell concerning this matter and agreed to make copies of the ordinances and resolutions for him to read along or read later at his convenience.  He stated these meetings are for the Council and the city attorney reads the ordinances and resolutions for the benefit of the Council. The Council votes on these issues and are the ones who need to understand them.  The citizens are welcome to attend and participate during Communication from Citizens.  
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:  None

New Business:

ORDINANCE NO.   816 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF VINEYARD INVESTMENT GROUP, LLC FROM R-1 

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT AND A-1 AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT TO RT-1 RESIDENTIAL TOWNHOUSE DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 621 FRAWLEY ROAD”  (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mike Reid, Vineyard Investment Group, stated the nature of the project is to create a townhouse residential community.  He also wants to make it a gated community with private roads.  The association is willing to assume the responsibility of the roads but will make allowances for emergency vehicle access.  Mayor Dean stated this is an expansion of the current project in the area.  Louis Garner, 618 Frawley Road, stated his opposition to the rezoning due to noise concerns if the trees are cut down.  Mr. Reid stated they will create a berm along Frawley Road, which will be landscaped, that will help as a sound buffer.  Mayor Dean asked Mr. Dempsey if the berm and landscaping could be incorporated into the ordinance before second reading.  Mr. Dempsey stated that it could.  Gene Bevil, a partner in Vineyard Investment Group, stated the entrance will be closer to Ringgold Road and not directly in front of the Garner property.  J. T. Vick, 621 Frawley Road, presented a map of the surrounding property with most of the property already zoned for townhouses, with only a small portion which belongs to him that they are asking to be rezoned.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Ordinance No. 816 on first reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
ORDINANCE NO. 817 - "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO ALLOW VOLUNTEER OUTDOOR ADVERTISING, INC. (THOMAS E. STEGER) TO CONSTRUCT A NEW BILLBOARD AT 4100 RINGGOLD ROAD IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE 481, ARTICLE V, SECTION 1203.15 TITLED USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW.” (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Tom C. Steger, 1728 S. Scenic Hwy, spoke as a representative for Volunteer Outdoor Advertising, Inc.  He stated that they originally made application for a billboard to be placed at 4100 Ringgold Road, but was denied based on the ordinance stating a billboard could not be placed within 750 ft. of a school.  Volunteer wants to put a billboard up advertising the Belvoir Christian Academy, formerly the Lutheran School.  Chief Building Official Dempsey stated Mr. Steger is asking the Council to waive the 750 ft. setback.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Ordinance No. 817 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – no; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - yes; Councilmember Petty - no; Mayor Dean - yes.  Motion approved.  
RESOLUTION NO. 2017 – “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT WITH COLONIAL PIPELINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOWING THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO ENCROACH UPON COLONIAL PIPELINE’S RIGHT OF WAY FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAVING THE PARKING LOT AT CAMP JORDAN PARK.” was read by City Attorney Helton. 

Mayor Dean stated this was something that had to be approved before the paving could be done over the pipeline.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve Resolution No. 2017.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request from East Ridge High School to clean school parking lot. – Mayor Dean read a letter from Mark Bean, Principal of East Ridge High School requesting this work be done at the school.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve this request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request from East Ridge High School for seniors to hold parade on first day of school and have Police escort. – Mayor Dean stated the seniors have been doing this for several years.  The parade route will being at 6:30 a.m. at Shoney’s parking lot down Ringgold Road to McBrien, turn south on McBrien down to Tombras Avenue.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to allow the parade with a police escort.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communication from Citizens:

Jerry Rozzell, 3651  S. Seminole Drive, stated he appreciated the Mayor reading the letter and also the City Manager taking care of the garbage can issue.  He discussed the letter the Mayor read from Belltone and asked the Council to honor their recommendations. He stated he would not accept copies of the ordinances and resolutions so he could read along as the City Attorney reads them.

Mark Jones, the managing editor of the Community News Division of the Times Free Press, announced that the newspaper was going to start publishing a weekly East Ridge newspaper which will come out every Wednesday beginning August 23rd.  They also have papers in other areas of the County.  Mayor Dean stated these newspapers will replace the Starwatch papers.
Mayor Dean asked everyone to remember Johnny Fine, a local businessman who recently lost his wife and son, and is in the hospital for internal hemorrhaging. 
The meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
August 10, 2006
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