WORKSHOP OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE

July 13, 2006 – 12:00 noon

Camp Jordan Arena

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on July 13, 2006 at Camp Jordan Arena for the purpose of a workshop to discuss the Regional Soccer Complex.  Present were: Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.  Also present was Director Freida Wheeler and Park Maintenance Supervisor Wayne Thompson.  In attendance also were various members of the Regional Youth Soccer Authority (RYSA), the Chattanooga Sports and Events Committee, engineers from Barge Waggoner Sumner and Cannon and various officials from the City of Chattanooga and Hamilton County.

Mike Steele, RYSA Chairman updated the attendees on the progress of the soccer complex.  He stated the focus of the authority is to be build world-class soccer fields and bring in large tournaments to impact the area economically.  He stated that Chattanooga and East Ridge are good central locations to hold these tournaments.
Commissioner Curtis Adams discussed how RYSA was formed.  He stated it began with Mayor Kinsey because Chattanooga did not have enough room for soccer tournaments.  He brought in County Mayor Claude Ramsey and approached the late East Ridge Mayor Pruett about having the facility at Camp Jordan.

Merrill Eckstein, President of the Chattanooga Area Sports and Events Committee discussed the economic impact the complex could have on the area.  He stated that from 1992 – 2009, soccer will have a projected $26 million impact on the area.  The Tennessee State Soccer Association will hold it Division III boys and girls championships here in November 2006 and May 2007 respectively with a 3-year commitment.  He stated those two tournaments will bring in $1 million. 

Mike Steele discussed the 3 phases of the project. The first phase, which is complete, cost $600,000 and was provided through a grant for $200,000 from the State of Tennessee, $100,000 from the Osborne Foundation and $300,000 from Hamilton County.  The second phase is $1,400,000 provided by the City of East Ridge to be paid for with a hotel/motel tax.  After the second phase is completed, there will be a total of nine fields.  The next step, Phase 3, will cost approximately $2,500,000 to complete the final five fields for a total of 14 fields.  Mr. Steele stated that large tournaments will not come to the area unless there are at least 14 fields.  The average cost per field is $500,000.

John Brown with Barge Waggoner Sumner and Cannon updated everyone on the status of Phase 2.  He stated Phase 2 is scheduled to be complete at the end of August 2006.

At this time, there was a question and answer session regarding this soccer complex and Mr. Steele ended his presentation.

At this time, the East Ridge City Council had a workshop session with the following attendees:


Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton, Director Wheeler,  Park Supervisor Thompson, RYSA members Mike Steele, Tony Mullinax, Gene Burnett, Cleveland Grimes, Merrill Eckstein, RYSA board member and President of the Chattanooga Sports and Events Committee and Scott Smith, Vice President of the Sports Committee
Mayor Dean stated that the City Attorney would go over various aspects of the agreement with RYSA.   Mr. Steele stated that the agreement was something RYSA requested because they needed to finalize a contract with Tennessee State Soccer, but can be used with any groups that come in for tournaments.  

City Attorney Helton stated that the biggest issues with the agreement concern scheduling because of other city activities going on in the park, maintenance of the fields and revenues from concessions.  Mr. Steele stated that RYSA would work with Ms. Wheeler scheduling only when there are dates available for these tournaments.  He also stated that RYSA has worked with Wayne Thompson to come up with a maintenance amount of $6,700 per field per year and will reimburse the City that amount.  He also stated that concessions, especially with the East Ridge Soccer league, will still belong to that group.
The Council and RYSA members went through the sample contract and discussed various changes that the City Attorney will make and bring back to the Council and RYSA.

Mr. Steele stated he appreciated the support of the City on this project and Mayor Dean stated he appreciated the support of RYSA which is an all-volunteer group.

The meeting was adjourned.
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