REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

June 8, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on June 8, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  - Rev. Bill Lickliter, Calvary Assembly of God, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays and City Attorney Helton.  City Recorder Middleton was not present, filling in was Personnel Officer Trish Perry.
The minutes of the May 25, 2006 Regular Meeting and the June 8, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Mays read the May 2006 Financial Statement.  Mayor Dean stated that the budget was at 84.5% which is very good and City Manager Mays stated that all departments were under budget.  Without objection, the Financial Statement was approved as read for audit. 
Communication from Councilmembers:
Councilmember Petty expressed gratitude and welcome to new people in attendance.

Mayor Dean thanked all who participated in the Relay for Life East raising over $23,000 with 21 teams participating for the American Cancer Society.
Reports from Committees:  none.
Old Business:   
Three-phase power supply for ballfields at Camp Jordan -  Removed from agenda.
New Business:
ORDINANCE NO. 812 – "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE  TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF BERNARD H. BROWN III & BRITT BROWN FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO RT-1 RESIDENTIAL TOWNHOUSE DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 623 FRAWLEY ROAD.” – (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Britt Brown, owner of property beside the tract of land to be rezoned, explained that the rezoning would be for the construction of townhouses, approximately 70 units. Councilmember Card made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty to approve Ordinance No. 812 on first reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
ORDINANCE NO. 813 – “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF KAREN E. PRINE FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO R-2 RESIDENTIAL DUPLEX DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 5319 MATTHEWS DRIVE.” – (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton. 
Karen Prine, 317 Belvoir Avenue, is in the process of selling this property and her potential buyer has requested that she have this property rezoned. Councilmember Petty made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Card to approve Ordinance No. 813 on first reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2009 – “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH JOHNSON, HICKEY AND MURCHISON, P.C. FOR THE RENDERING OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS AS REQUIRED BY THE STATE OF TENNESSEE AND OTHER REGULATORY AGENCIES.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Vice Mayor Thompson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning to approve Resolution No. 2009.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2010 – “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED LEASE AGREEMENT WITH EAST RIDGE REVITALIZATION, INC. FOR EAST RIDGE REVITALIZATION, INC. TO LEASE A PORTION OF THE EAST RIDGE ANNEX BUILDING FOR THE PURPOSE OF HOUSING A CITY OF EAST RIDGE HISTORY AND ARCHIVES MUSEUM.”  was read by City Attorney Helton.  
Mayor Dean explained that the need for the lease agreement was for the purpose of obtaining grants.  Councilmember Petty made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Card to approve Resolution No. 2010.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.
Approval of bids for Sale and Disposal of Wood Chips in Bulk - City Manager Mays reported only one bid received.  The bid was from Henry Coulter, Jr., DBA/Middle Valley Lawn & Garden at 80 cents per cubic yard.  Councilmember Manning made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty to accept this bid.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.

Communications from Citizens:  
Candice Wohlfeil, 518 East 5th Street, Chattanooga, TN is a tarot card reader and spiritual advisor with a booth set up at the East Ridge Flea Market and was advised that she could not conduct this type business in the City of East Ridge.  She requested information on the laws governing this type of business and how to change it.  Mayor Dean asked her to write down her name and phone number to give to the City Attorney to review.
Jerry Rozzell made reference to Ordinance No. 811, the rezoning of property of AIM Housing, as to why it was denied.  City Attorney Helton stated that he was under the impression that legal council is involved in this from either Mr. Rozzell or AIM Housing and that nothing further could be discussed.  He also stated that the city speaks through the minutes and is not subject to further negotiation.  Lisa Morris, 704 Gleason Terrace Court, program director at AIM Center stated that they did have an attorney contact about the appeal process but decided not to pursue litigation.  City Attorney Helton stated that because Mr. Rozzell did question how to pursue litigation at the last meeting, nothing else further needs to be said.  Mr. Rozzell again requested an answer from each councilmember for the denial of this rezoning. Mayor Dean thanked Mr. Rozzell for his question and stated that he could get answers from each individual council member after the meeting if they desired to do so.    
Mr. Rozzell then questioned the speed reduction on South Seminole.  Mayor Dean stated that he will have to discuss this matter with the Public Safety Chief. 

Mr. Rozzell then questioned if the workshops that are held by the council are opened to the public and if so, how is the public informed.  Mayor Dean stated that the public is invited to attend and notification is given through the newspaper under the Legal Notices.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
June 8, 2006
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