REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

May 25, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on May 25, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Mr. Jack Berry of Belvoir Avenue gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays and City Attorney Helton.  City Recorder Middleton was not present, filling in was Leah Crisp.
Mayor Dean gave the floor to Councilmember Card to make a special presentation.  Councilmember Card called forward Dot Gwinn and Bill Swafford, both residents of East Ridge.  Councilmember Card announced that Ms. Gwinn and Mr. Swafford would both be named as Senior Ms. And Mr. Pumpkin and Cider Festival for 2006.   Ms. Gwinn and Mr. Swafford were awarded a festival t-shirt and hat and an apple pie.  Councilmember Card announced that the Pumpkin and Cider Festival would be held in conjunction with the City’s 85th Anniversary Celebration on October 21-22nd at Camp Jordan Park.  The festival will include arts and crafts vendors, live entertainment, and food vendors.

Chief Eddie Phillips presented Kent and Ally Whitaker and Moses the Alpo Dog to the Mayor and Council.  They were recognized for their work in our area for promoting adoptions of rescue and shelter animals.  They also made it possible for the East Ridge Animal Shelter to receive 1000 cans of Alpo Chophouse dog food.  Mayor Dean presented them with a certificate and declared the day as “Kent and Ally Whitaker and Moses the Alpo Dog Day”.

Mayor Dean presented Richard Cox with a Certificate of Appreciation for his contributions to the City Hall Landscaping Project 2006.  Mr. Cox donated some landscaping boulders for the project.
The minutes of the May 11, 2006 Workshop, the May 11, 2006 Regular Meeting and the May 25, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communication from Councilmembers:
Councilmember Card stated that there would be coffee and cake in the conference room in celebration of Director Freida Wheeler’s birthday.  Mayor Dean added one item to the New Business section; the discussion of the Police Department’s Canine.

Reports from Committees:  none.
Old Business:   
Finance Director Mays read the one sealed bid that was received for the 1995-2000 Model 15-Passenger Van.  Choo-Choo Express Tours bid a 1997 Dodge Ram Van with 82,361 original miles in excellent condition for the sale price of $10,000.00.  Mayor Dean asked if that was the only bid received.  Councilmember Manning made a motion to purchase the van as bid, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
New Business:
RESOLUTION NO. 2004 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED CONTRACT WITH HIGHWAYS INC. FOR STREET PAVING SERVICES IN THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.     A motion was made by Councilmember Card to accept Resolution 2004, seconded by Councilmember Petty.  Mayor Dean asked how many miles of streets would be paved.  Mr. Mays was not sure of the mileage, but stated that 36 streets would be paved.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2006 – “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE RETIREMENT PLAN ELIMINATING AUTOMATIC LUMP SUM DISTRIBUTIONS AND ALLOWING VOLUNTARY DISTRIBUTIONS FOR LUMP SUM AMOUNTS OF $5,000.00 OR LESS.” was read by City Attorney Helton.   Mayor Dean stated that this resolution was pertaining to the old retirement system, and that Buck Consultants recommended that we amend the retirement plan to comply with new regulations.  A motion was made by Councilmember Petty and seconded by Councilmember Card to accept Resolution 2006.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2007 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED CONTRACT WITH STEIN CONSTRUCTION COMPANY INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION ON THE SOCCER AND BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS AT CAMP JORDAN PARK AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED CHANGE ORDER NO. 1 TO THE ABOVE LISTED CONTRACT WHEREIN THE TOTAL COST OF THE CONSTRUCTION SHALL BE REDUCED TO AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED ONE MILLION SIX HUNDRED NINETY TWO THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED THREE DOLLARS ($1,692,603.00).” Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion which was seconded by Councilmember Petty to accept Resolution 2007 as read.  Director Freida Wheeler stated that this was bid through Barge Waggoner engineering firm.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning – yes; Councilmember Petty – yes; Mayor Dean - abstain.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 2008 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE APPROVING THE ATTACHED ORDER OF COMPROMISE AND DISMISSAL IN THE CAUSE PRESENTLY PENDING BEFORE THE CHANCERY COURT OF HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE STYLED RODERICK CORBIN V. THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.   A motion was made by Councilmember Petty, which was seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve Resolution No. 2008. The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Three-phase power supply for the ball fields at Camp Jordan was discussed by Director Wheeler.  This three-phase power is to furnish the soccer field improvements and the ball fields.   The Electric Power Board is the only source for this service.  EPB is willing to provide the three-phase power to the soccer complex as their contribution to the project (a $92,000 contribution), but additional funds are need to complete the three-phase power installation for the ball fields.  The remaining fees are $87,856.92, which could be spread out over the utility bills for the next 36 months at a charge of $2,440.47.  This would be budgeted in the next year’s budget, but the two remaining months of this year would be unbudgeted expenses.  The power board needs approval, but was unable to provide a written contract for the council for the meeting.  Mayor Dean asked if these funds could come out of the RYSA’s funds.  Director Wheeler stated that they had not raised any funds.  Mayor Dean asked the City Attorney if it was proper form to approve the contract before it was seen.  City Attorney Helton stated that it would be better form to view the contract before approval.  The issue was tabled until the next meeting.  
Approval of purchase of computer equipment and software from Local Government Data Processing for Court – Local Government Data Processing has given a price quote for the Hardware and Software for this office of $12, 970.  This includes the server and client computers and the user licensing and software for each.  This does not have to be bid through Local Government.  Mayor Dean asked for some clarification on the equipment.  Chief Phillips stated that Captain Mullinax had reviewed the proposal and stated that it was a reasonable proposal.  A motion was made by Councilmember Manning, seconded by Councilmember Card, to purchase the computer package from Local Government Data Processing.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Approval of emergency repairs to fire truck – Chief Phillips discussed the emergency repairs that were required on Engine 1.  The repairs involved an in-frame rebuild of the motor.  Chattanooga Fire Department’s Fleet Services performs the work oversees our warranties on our other equipment.  The truck has been repaired in order to get it back in service.  The truck has $55k-60k miles.  The garage that performed the repair stated that it was just one of the strange repairs that are sometimes required.  A motion was made by Vice Mayor Thompson and seconded by Councilmember Petty to approve payment of the repair costs.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Additional landscaping at City Hall – Both sides of building – City Manager Mays stated that in order to complete the landscaping project that has been undertaken at City Hall, an additional $2500 is requested to complete the project on the sides of the building in addition to the work that has already been completed at the front and rear of the building.  A motion was made by Councilmember Manning and seconded by Councilmember Card to approve the additional funds up to $2500.00.  Councilmember Manning asked if the mulch would be donated like last time.  City Manager Mays stated that we would try to do the work as cost efficiently as possible.  Mayor Dean asked if City Manager Mays looked into what type of trees would be available to have donated by the county.  Mr. Mays stated that they were not the type trees that were needed for the project.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Discussion of lease for Archives/History Museum – The Mayor discussed the need for the City Attorney to be given permission by the council, as discussed in previous workshops for a lease for the Archives/History Museum in order for the Archives/History Museum committee to be able to secure a $90,000 grant.  A motion was made by Councilmember Petty, and seconded by Councilmember Card to allow the City Attorney to draw up a lease for the Archives/History Museum for $1.00/year for 20 years.  Mayor Dean stated that the Lease would need to come back before the Council for final approval.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Discussion of the Police Department’s Canine – Chief Eddie Phillips discussed the eminent need to retire Marcia the K-9 Officer assigned to the police department.  At her age of 10 years old, she has far out lasted most K-9 Officers.  Her capabilities in areas like sniffing and finding drugs, etc. are not what they need to be in order to perform her duties.  Chief Phillips asked permission to purchase a new K-9 from Vohne Liche Kennels in Denver, Indiana at a cost of $4500.00.  This is the same kennel that our City has used since 1998 with great results.  They will train the dog and the police officer/handler.  A motion was made by Councilmember Manning to approve the purchase of the new dog from the drug fund, which was seconded by Councilmember Card.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Chief Phillips gave an update on Engineer Randy Albright from the ERFD whose home was damaged during a structure fire.  The Fire Department is taking monetary donations for his family.

Communications from Citizens:  
Jerry Rozzell of 1051 S. Seminole Drive brought a few questions before the council.  He asked about the procedure for filing an appeal to the rezoning case that was denied at the last meeting.  Mayor Dean stated that our attorney had been contact by an attorney representing the potential buyer of that property, and the Council would be unable to discuss the matter further.  Mayor Dean told Mr. Rozzell that he could speak with the City Attorney after the meeting regarding the process for filing an appeal, but the attorney would be unable to give him any legal advice, that Mr. Rozzell may need to seek the advice of his own attorney. 

Mr. Rozzell then asked if Camp Jordan was self funded.  He wanted to know where the funds were coming from for the improvements planned at the Park.  Mayor Dean stated that they were funded through the Hotel/Motel tax that was approved last June 30th.  Mayor Dean stated that the improvements have not been made at the expense of the taxpayers, but rather at the expense of the tourists in our area.

Mr. Rozzell asked what the status was of his request for speed humps to be installed on South Seminole Drive.  Chief Phillips stated that as a main thoroughfare it was impossible to install speed humps on South Seminole, but that the Police Department had stepped up the radar detection and speed reduction efforts in that area.

Mr. Rozzell’s final question was regarding to the newspapers that are thrown out onto private property.  The City Attorney stated that the litter laws only pertained to public property.  It is required by the City’s ordinance for each private property owner to keep their own property clean and free of debris.  Mayor Dean asked if Mr. Rozzell was still having papers thrown at his address, and he stated that he was not. 

Dot Gwinn of Orlando Avenue stated that she had 10 butterfly bushes that she would like to donate to the City for the City Hall Landscaping Project if they could be used.  

Mr. Jack Jordan of 4145 Ringgold Road Apt. asked if Frawley Road was on the list of streets to be paved.  Mayor Dean stated that parts of Frawley Road would be paved this year.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
May 25, 2006
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