REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

May 11, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on May 11, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Rev. Billy Dean of Frawley Baptist Church gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.

Mayor Dean presented a plaque to the Crestwood Garden Club in appreciation for their assistance with the landscaping project at City Hall.  Virginia Skipper, member of the garden club, also announced there would be a tree-planting for children on Fred Pruett Parkway in Camp Jordan on June 24, 2006 from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

The minutes of the April 27, 2006 Regular Meeting and the May 11, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Mays read the April 2006 Financial Statement.  Mayor Dean stated the financial statement looked good with only two more months left in the budget. Without objection, the Financial Statement was approved as read for audit.  
Communication from Councilmembers:
Councilmember Card announced that Councilmember Manning recently celebrated a birthday and cake and coffee would be served after the meeting.

Vice Mayor Thompson welcomed a Red Bank High School student who was at the meeting to observe how government works in the City of East Ridge.

Councilmember Manning wished Happy Anniversary to City Attorney Helton and his wife.

Councilmember Petty thanked the Crestwood Garden Club for helping with the landscaping project at City Hall.  He also thanked City Recorder Middleton for helping oversee the project and also Larry Coker and Tom Grisham and the Street Dept.

City Manager Mays commended Ms. Middleton, Larry Coker and the Street Dept. personnel for working on the landscaping project.

Mayor Dean apologized for not attending the previous meeting due to an engagement in Cleveland and thanked Vice Mayor Thompson for filling in for him.  He also thanked the Crestwood Garden Club and the city employees who worked on the landscaping project.

Mayor Dean also added Item H under New Business – Soccer Bids.

Mayor Dean also urged everyone to put out non-perishable food items for the Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive sponsored by the U. S. Postal Service.  He stated that Mayor Brown of Red Bank has challenged him to see which City can raise the most food.  The losing mayor has to work at the Food Bank for one day plus buy the winning mayor’s dinner.
Reports from Committees:  No reports, but the Mayor thanked the Archives and History Museum Committee for their hard work on the Museum.
Old Business:   
ORDINANCE NO. 809 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF KEVIN THEDFORD FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO R-2 RESIDENTIAL DUPLEX DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 4309 WORSHAM AVENUE.” (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  There was no opposition present.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve Ordinance No. 809 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
ORDINANCE NO. 811 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF AIM HOUSING, INCORPORATED FROM O-1 OFFICE DISTRICT AND C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO R-3 RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 3118 RINGGOLD ROAD.” (1st reading – tabled from April 27, 2006) was read on caption by City Attorney Helton.  Lisa Morris, 704 Gleason Terrace Court, spoke represent ting AIM Housing, Inc.  She stated that AIM is proposing to build five 1-bedroom apartment and five 2-bedroom apartments on this tract of land for a total of 10 families.  She stated that this is not a roommate situation, but only families would be living in the same apartments.  She stated that most residents did not drive, so it would not cause a traffic problem.  She stated there will be an on-site resident manager to handle any problems that might arise.  Mayor Dean asked if AIM Housing, Inc. currently owned the property.  Ms. Morris stated that Jerry Rozzell currently owns the property but they have a contract contingent upon the approval of the rezoning.  Jerry Rozzell stated these apartments would improve the looks of the property.  Rena Kline, 1023 S. Seminole Drive, opposed the rezoning because of the possible traffic problems.  She also stated there should be a buffer zone between the properties.  Mayor Dean asked Building Official Mark Dempsey if the property owner should file for rezoning rather than AIM Housing, Inc.   Mr. Dempsey stated that as long AIM Housing, Inc. has a signed contract, it was appropriate for them to file for rezoning.   City Attorney Helton stated that the ordinance reflects the property belongs to the AIM center and that is not technically correct.  The ordinance would have to be corrected if approved.  James Citty, 1001 S. Seminole, opposed the rezoning because of possible traffic problems.  Ms. Kline also had a question about future development.  Ms. Morris stated there would be only 10 apartments and no future development.  There was also a question about water run-off.  Mr. Dempsey stated there would have to be a stormwater prevention plan submitted to him for approval, plus a detention area will be built.  After further discussion, Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to deny Ordinance No. 811, stating that he has a problem rezoning this property from commercial to residential.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - no; Councilmember Petty - yes; Mayor Dean - abstain.  
New Business:
RESOLUTION NO. 2005 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED AGREEMENT WITH BUCK CONSULTANTS, LLC FOR EMPLOYEE BENEFIT AND ACTUARIAL SERVICES FOR THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  City Manager Mays stated this relates to the old retirement system.  We have only one active employee plus several retirees and widows on this plan.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve Resolution No. 2005.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
Sealed bids for In-Car Video Camera Systems – City Manager Mays presented bids as follows:

Tuners Car Audio

$1,500 x 11 camera systems

Total $16,500

This amount would be paid out of the Drug Fund.  Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning to approve the bid of Tuner’s Car Audio.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Sealed Bids for 1995-2000 Dodge 15-Passsenger Van – This item was moved to the end of the agenda.
Sealed Bids for Emergency Power Generator – City Manager Mays presented bids as follows:

Cummins South (Onan Generator)


$19,671


Nixon Power Systems (Kohler Generator)


$27,365

Chief Phillips recommended the low bid of Cummins South.  Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to approve the low bid of Cummins South.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.


Approval to allow Traffic Control Dept. to use boom truck to paint flag pole at East Ridge Swimming Pool. -  Mayor Dean stated that individuals have been trying to help the pool get back on their feet and there would be a workday the following Saturday.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the request.  Mayor Dean stated that this would require a letter of permission for the City to go on private property to do this work.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Additional Landscaping at City Hall – City Recorder Middleton stated that since the front of the building looks so nice, the City may want to consider further landscaping around the building.  The area in back of the building needs the shrubs removed and either sod or more shrubs planted.  The cost is approximately $450 and since this is not a budgeted item, it would need Council approval.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve the additional landscaping.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Approval to allow Traffic Control Dept. to use boom truck to paint flag pole in front of Pioneer Frontier playground – Mayor Dean stated since this is County property we have a permission letter on file.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve the request.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Soccer and Softball Complex Bids – City Manager Mays presented bids as follows:


Soccer Project – Phase II


Talley Construction Co., Inc.

Lump Sump Bid
$1,810,254


Stein Construction Co., Inc.

Lump Sum bid
$1,728,000


Ballfield Light Project (1 quad)


Talley Construction Co., Inc.

Lump Sum Bid
$   408,078


Stein Construction Co., Inc.

Lump Sum Bid
$   448,000


Total for Talley Construction Co., Inc.
$2,218,332

Total for Stein Construction Co., Inc.

$2,176,000

Director Freida Wheeler stated the project came in over the budgeted amount, so the engineering firm reworked the original plan to lower the numbers, so they will be within budget. Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the low bid of Stein Construction, subject to verification of the bid process and final approval of the contractual documents as to form and not in excess of the budgeted funds.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Sealed Bids for 1995-2000 Dodge 15-Passsenger Van – Mayor Dean announced this item will be rebid.
Communications from Citizens:  
Dot Guinn, 1322 Orlando Avenue, asked what the plans were for the City’s birthday party.  Councilmember Card stated the party would take place in conjunction with the Pumpkin and Cider Festival.  Ms. Guinn volunteered to help with the celebration.

Jerry Rozzell, 1051 S. Seminole Drive, stated he concerned about the traffic on S. Seminole Drive.  He suggested speed humps or stop signs to be placed periodically along the road.  Mayor Dean will ask the City Manager to have the Public Safety Director to check into this to see what recommendations they can make.  Mr. Rozzell also asked if the City has a littering ordinance.  He does not want the Chattanooga Times Free Press to throw publications in his driveway.  City Attorney Helton stated that most of the littering laws pertain to public properties, rather than private properties.  Mayor Dean suggested Mr. Rozzell talk to the Times Free Press to have this stopped.

The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
May 11, 2006
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