REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

April 27, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on April 27, 2006.  Vice Mayor Thompson called the meeting to order.  Rev. Ron Perry, South Seminole Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean and City Recorder Middleton were absent.

Vice Mayor Thompson and council presented a proclamation to Mr. W. G. Swafford, Jr., declaring April 27, 2006 as W. G. Swafford, Jr. Day in the City of East Ridge.  Mr. Swafford, age 90, has been inducted into the Krystal Lover’s Hall of Fame. 

The minutes of the April 13, 2006 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communication from Councilmembers:
Councilmember Manning asked everyone to pray for the Fine family in the recent deaths of Steve Fine and his mother.  City Attorney Helton spoke to Mayor Dean and was asked to convey his regrets for not being able to attend the meeting.  Mayor Dean had already had a previously scheduled singing engagement in Cleveland, TN.  Councilmember Card and Vice Mayor Thompson also expressed sympathy to the Fine family.
Reports from Committees:  None

Old Business:   None

New Business:
ORDINANCE NO. 809 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF KEVIN THEDFORD FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO R-2 RESIDENTIAL DUPLEX DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 4309 WORSHAM AVENUE.” (1st reading – tabled from April 13, 2006).  Mr. Thedford was present to explain his application for the zoning.  He stated that he had a duplex to burn destroying more than 50 % which required him to demolish the structure.  When he tried to obtain a permit to rebuild, he was informed that the City now has zoning regulations for duplexes.  Mr. Thedford stated that he is just following proper procedure for a rezoning.  Vice Mayor Thompson asked if anyone opposes this rezoning.  Mr. Wes Spencer, 4308 Worsham Avenue,  Mr. Dick Cooke, 613 Marlboro Avenue, and Mr. Kent Whitaker, 17 Wando Drive all spoke in opposition.   Mr. Spencer stated that there are six duplexes there now and have no objection to a single family dwelling.  He stated that there are only two single family dwellings there and it is a short street.  The traffic is a problem and he has concerns about children in the area.  Property values are also a great concern. They are all concerned about what East Ridge will become if we have more duplexes in this area.  Councilmember Petty asked Mr. Theford the age of the duplex before it burned.  He stated that is was built in 1987.  After the discussion, Councilmember Petty made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Card to approve Ordinance No. 809 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  Councilmember Card – yes; Councilmember Manning – no; Councilmember Petty – yes; Vice Mayor Thompson – yes.  Motion approved.
ORDINANCE NO. 810 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF KENNETH MORRIS FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO O-1 OFFICE DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 1513 MAXWELL ROAD.” (2nd reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Card made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning to approve Ordinance No. 810 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
ORDINANCE NO. 811 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF AIM HOUSING, INCORPORATED FROM O-1 OFFICE DISTRICT AND C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT TO R-3 RESIDENTIAL APARTMENT DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 3118 RINGGOLD ROAD.” (1st reading)  Lisa Morris, 704 Gleason Terrace Court, represented the AIM Center and explained that The AIM Center is a rehabilitation program for adults with mental illness and the proposal is for a ten unit apartment complex.  James Citty, owner of property at 1001 South Seminole, Irena Cline, 1023 South Seminole Drive, and Monty Hall, 3133 Old Ringgold Road all spoke in opposition to the rezoning.  Their reasons were traffic problems, water runoff, littering and crime.  Jerry Rozzell, owner of the property that is being rezoned, defended the water problem and stated that this rezoning was approved by Hamilton County.  After much discussion, Councilmember Card made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty to table Ordinance No. 811 until the next council meeting.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Permission to open checking account for East Ridge Needy Child Christmas Fund – City Attorney Helton stated that the police department annually collects funds for needy children for the holiday season and it would be better to open a checking account to deposit such funds and for accuracy.   Councilmember Card made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning to open the checking account. The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Communications from Citizens:  None
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
April 27, 2006
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