REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

April 13, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on April 13, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Rev. Ron Perry, South Seminole Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.

Mayor Dean presented plaques to Betty Miles and Mary Holland of the Tennessee Aquarium for their help with the Special Needs Fishing Derby and to Broome’s Wrecker Service and Shoney’s for help with a recent ball tournament.  Mayor Dean thanked Councilmember Card for his efforts in the Fishing Derby and for always helping out with things at Camp Jordan.  He also thanked Domino’s Pizza, who could not be here, for providing food for the ball tournament.
The minutes of the March 23, 2006 Regular Meeting and the April 13, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Mays read the March 2006 Financial Statement.  Without objection, the Financial Statement was approved as read for audit.

Communication from Councilmembers:
All the Councilmembers congratulated Mayor Dean on his appointment as State Representative to replace the late Jack Sharp.  Councilmembers Manning and Petty also asked everyone to remember the Dean family in their prayers after the Mayor’s mother went through surgery on this same afternoon.

Mayor Dean thanked everyone and stated that his mother had surgery in Knoxville for a blockage and should be home by the weekend.

Reports from Committees:  None

Old Business:   None

New Business:
ORDINANCE NO. 809 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF KEVIN THEDFORD FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO R-2 RESIDENTIAL DUPLEX DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 4309 WORSHAM AVENUE.” (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mark Dempsey stated this was originally built as a duplex and later burned down.  In order for Mr. Thedford to rebuild the duplex it will have to be rezoned R-2.  Wes Spencer, 4308 Worsham and Kent Whitaker, spoke in opposition to the rezoning because of traffic concerns.  Kevin Thedford, owner of the property, stated this structure was a duplex for 20 years and has had very few problems.  Councilmember Petty asked Mr. Dempsey to explain why this has to be rezoned when it was a duplex before.  Mr. Dempsey stated that when the use is non-conforming to the zoning it cannot be rebuilt if it was damaged more than 50%, plus it was also built before the zoning ordinance was in effect.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to table this until the next meeting until the Council has time to further look into this matter.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
ORDINANCE NO. 810 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF KENNETH MORRIS FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO O-1 OFFICE DISTRICT A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 1513 MAXWELL ROAD.” (1st reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mr. Morris, the owner was present.  Mark Dempsey stated this is a single family dwelling on an R-1 adjacent to R-1’s on both sides.  Mr. Morris wants to put an answering service in the dwelling so there would be very minimal traffic impact. There was no opposition.  Councilmember Petty asked if we rezone this, although there is not much traffic with an answering service, what would restrict them from changing to another business that would have more traffic.  Mr. Dempsey stated that O-1 restricts it to an office and retail would not be allowed.  Shirley Worley, owner of the answering service spoke to the Council.  She stated the answering service has been in East Ridge for 22 years and would love to remain in this area.  She is open to restrictions on the property to maintain it as an answering service and stated that only 1 – 2 employees are on the property at one time.  Mayor Dean asked the City Attorney if this council could put a restriction that this would be used for certain types of businesses.  The Attorney stated the Council could restrict the business to O-1 but not strictly to an answering service.  Councilmember Manning asked Mr. Dempsey if letters were sent out to the neighboring properties and if any response was received.  Mr. Dempsey stated that he had sent out letters but has received no response.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve Ordinance No. 810 on first reading.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - yes; Councilmember Petty - yes; Mayor Dean – abstain.  
RESOLUTION NO. 2002   - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE ADOPTING THE ATTACHED PERSONNEL HANDBOOK AS THE PERSONNEL HANDBOOK FOR THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE.”  was read by City Attorney Helton.   Mayor Dean stated these were distributed to the Council for their review about one month ago. Mayor Dean suspended the rules for discussion but there was none.  Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 2002.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 

Request from Chattanooga Amateur Radio Club to use Camp Jordan Arena for Hamfest fund raiser on October 27 – 28, 2006 at reduced fee - Director Wheeler stated that the club has used the Arena for this event for the last 8 or 9 years.  Actual cost to the City for this event would be approximately $500.00.  This would not include any equipment rental.  She also requested that the Club keep the building clean during the event.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded to Councilmember Manning, to allow the Radio Club to use the Arena for $500.00, which would include equipment rental and have the Club clean up the Arena after the event.  Mayor Dean stated the Council decided some time ago rather than just giving our facilities away for free that we would help non-profit groups by just charging them actual costs.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, that the Radio Club also clean up the parking lot after the event.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Request from Tennessee Aquarium to use Arena and pond for Fish n’ Fun Derby on June 28, 2006 at reduced fee –  Director Wheeler stated this event has been held in the park for several years and it is a public service for the children.  The Aquarium also stocks the pond.  The group would not use the arena for more than 30 or 40 minutes for an instructional class with most of the activity at the pond.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to allow the aquarium to use the Arena and pond at a reduced fee.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Bids for street paving – City Manager Mays presented bids as follows:


Highways Inc.


Total Bid
$549,702.00

Southeastern Materials
Total Bid
$636,677.03

CW Matthews


Total Bid
$670,082.55

Mr. Mays recommended the low bid of Highways, Inc.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve the low bid of Highways, Inc.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Bids for purchase and installation of a heat/air conditioning unit for the Archive/History Museum – City Manager Mays presented bids as follows:

Melvin Stakely Company - one 4-ton Goodman Heat Pump, includes all ductwork, registers, grills, and installation. 10-year Warranty on compressor and parts/labor.

TOTAL
$ 7,324.00

Mr. Mays recommended, since just one bid was received, that the Council reject this bid and re-bid the unit.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to reject this bid and re-bid the heat pump unit.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Discussion of mosquito spraying – Chief Phillips stated that in preparing for the mosquito season, the Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor has discovered that the Hamilton County Health Department would provide this service at no cost to the City.   The County  does not only spraying, but they also trap and test mosquitoes for West Nile Virus.  They also do community education. The Chief stated that the truck the City uses for spraying is 23 years old and needs repair, plus the cost of the initial pesticide would be $3,000.  Councilmember Petty stated this would cost the City several thousand dollars when the County would do it for free.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to allow the County to provide this service to the City.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Communications from Citizens:

Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive, discussed the county spraying for mosquitoes.  She wanted to know if the City would receive the same services from the County that they now receive from the City.  She suggested checking with other cities to see if they are happy with the County service and keeping the equipment until we see how it works out with the County.  Chief Phillips will check into these matters.

Ms. Lowery also asked why the City Code book has not been updated since 2002.  She stated that Mr. Mays had told her that MTAS used to update the book, but the Council decided to let the City Attorney do the update.  Mr. Helton stated that he keeps a constant update and it was just a matter of printing out the updates, which is not usually done on a yearly basis.  
The meeting was adjourned.  
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
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