REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

March 23, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on March 23, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Rev. M. C. Tolbert, East Ridge United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty and City Manager Mays.  City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton were not present.

The minutes of the March 5, 2006 Planning Workshop Meeting, the March 9, 2006 Regular Meeting, and the March 23, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Mays read the February 2006 Financial Statement.  Without objection, the Financial Statement was approved as read for audit.

Communication from Councilmembers:
Mayor Dean asked for prayers for the family of Jimmie Fine in her death.  He also thanked Vice Mayor Thompson for chairing the meeting for him during his absence at the March 9, 2006 meeting.  He also thanked the staff for attending Representative Jack Sharp’s funeral and showing support to his family during his absence.
Public Safety Director Phillips introduced Mike Flynn as the City’s new Deputy Fire Chief.  He reported that Mr. Flynn is a 23 year veteran of the fire service and is currently the City’s part-time assistant fire chief.  Mr. Flynn’s promotion becomes effective Monday, March 27, 2006.

Reports from Committees:  None

Old Business:  None

New Business:  

RESOLUTION NO. 2003  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING WITH THE HAMILTON COUNTY 9-1-1 EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS DISTRICT FOR PARTICIPATION WITH THE DISTRICT FOR USE OF AN ALTERNATE PUBLIC SAFETY ANSWERING POINT (PSAP) FOR USE AS  BACK-UP TO BE ACTIVATED IN THE EVENT OF EQUIPMENT OR FACILITY INTERRUPTIONS AT THE PRIMARY PSAP,” was read by Mayor Dean.  Mayor Dean asked to suspend the rules to have Public Safety Director Phillips explain this resolution.  Mr. Phillips explained this agreement is to allow the 9-1-1dispatch center to be moved to an undisclosed back-up center if needed. Councilmember Manning then made the motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve Resolution No. 2003.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Director Phillips also wanted to assure the citizens of East Ridge that in light of the problems that have occurred recently with the 9-1-1 center, all of these calls pertain to the City of Chattanooga.  The City of East Ridge has not experienced any problems with receiving 9-1-1 calls.  
Request from Greater Chattanooga Exchange Club Foundation, Inc. to reduce fee for use of Camp Jordan Arena and Amphitheater for fundraiser – Director Freida Wheeler explained that this fundraiser is to help prevent child abuse.  Ms. Wheeler stated that the cost would be $1,425.00.  Vice-Mayor Thompson made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Card to approve this request.   The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Landscaping plan for City Hall – City Manager Mays reported that the front of the building needs improvement.  He obtained quotes for landscaping from the following:



Varnell Nursery 

-
$1,823.50



Holcomb Garden Center
-
$2,044.38



Barn Nursery


-
$3,753.08

Councilmember Manning made the motion, seconded by Councilmember Card to accept the low quote from Varnell Nursery of $1,823.50.  The vote was unanimous. Motion approved.

Communication from Citizens:  

Mimi Lowrey, 819 Belvoir Drive, questioned if anyone from the City has checked with the County to get free trees for the landscaping, and that juvenile time servers are available to do the labor, which would cut cost.  Mr. Mays stated that we have not checked with the County for trees, and that the City will use its own employees to do landscaping work.  Ms. Lowrey also asked Mayor Dean why a planning workshop was held in Nashville, TN.  He stated that the council was already in Nashville for meetings and this is the annual workshop.  The workshop was advertised and anyone was welcome.
Lisa Morris, AIM Housing, Inc. stated that she was told that her rezoning case would be on the agenda.  Director Phillips apologized for the misunderstanding, but told her that she would be contacted when this rezoning is on the agenda.
Glenda Camp, owner of Home Plate, went before the Beer Board to question a section of the Beer Ordinance which does not allow beer to be sold and or consumed in the same room where pool is being played.  She was told that she had to go before the City Council to have this amended.  Mayor Dean asked Director Phillips to meet with Ms. Camp on this matter.

Chester Green, 704 South Moore Road, complained about a privacy fence next door to him. Mayor Dean explained that he is in violation and there is a citation that has already been served or in the process of being served and will notify him when the court date is set. Mr. Green stated that the citation had been issued March 8, 2006, but that the problem started in December.  Mayor Dean asked City Manager Mays to ask Director Phillips why this has not been served and to see that the citation does get served. 

The meeting adjourned.

APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
March 23, 2006
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