REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

February 23, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on February 23, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Joseph Reed, East Ridge Baptist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.  City Manager Mays was not present.
The minutes of the February 9, 2006 Regular Meeting and the February 23, 2006 Agenda Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the minutes as written.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Communication from Councilmembers:
Councilmember Petty reported on his trip to the Elected Official’s Academy in Knoxville the previous week.  He stated the class was a good overview of how government works and what his roll is as a Councilmember.  He stated he would attend Level II of the Academy in June at the TML Conference.  He thanked the Council for allowing him to attend this Academy to be able to become a better Councilmember.
Mayor Dean stated he has a check for $207,559.97 from Comcast Cable for their franchise fee.

Mayor Dean also told Director Wheeler that a citizen had complimented the sanitation workers that work the area of Choate Road, that they were really diligent about their jobs.
Reports from Committees:  None
Old Business:   None

New Business:  None

Communications from Citizens:  
Dot Gwinn, 1322 Orlando Avenue, asked the Council what the plans were for the 85th birthday celebration for the City.  Mayor Dean stated the celebration would be incorporated in the Pumpkin and Cider Festival in September.   He stated that Councilmember Card is heading up the Festival and she should get with him after the meeting to discuss what she could do to help. 

Ms. Gwinn also asked why the City raised property taxes.  Mayor Dean stated that the City actually lowered their rate, but Hamilton County raised their taxes and reassessed all the property.  He told Ms. Gwinn to talk to Bill Bennett at the County about this.

Rev. Billy Dean announced that the East Ridge Education Committee would hold a bowling tournament on Saturday, February 25, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. to raise money for the Teacher Depot.
The meeting was adjourned.

APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
February 23, 2006
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