REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

January 26, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on January 26, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Rev. Curt McKee, Jones Memorial United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Vice Mayor Thompson, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Petty, Deputy City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.  

Chief Phillips introduced the new Animal Control officers, Carl Zagona and Jonathan Cooper.  He stated he is very proud of the officers, Codes Enforcement employees and all other employees who worked hard to get the Animal Shelter open.  He updated the Council on all the accomplishments of the Shelter in the first 48 days it was open.  He stated that the regional publication “Critter Magazine” featured a very good article on the opening of the Shelter.

The minutes of the January 12, 2006 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the minutes as written.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - yes; Councilmember Petty - yes; Mayor Dean - yes.  Motion approved.

Communication from Councilmembers:
Vice Mayor Thompson welcomed everyone to the meeting and congratulated Councilmember Petty on his first full meeting.
Councilmember Manning appointed Mimi Lowery to the Better Housing Board and James Peels to the Beer Board.  He also requested that his appointees try to get along with other board members and all work together.
Councilmember Petty thanked the Council for showing confidence in him by appointing him to the Council.  He stated he would do his best for the City.

Mayor Dean added two items to the agenda.  

Item F  –  Discussion of agenda workshops  

Item G – Request to purchase “Stinger” Spike Tire Deflation Devices for Police Services Division 
Mayor Dean also announced the East Ridge Education Committee Dollars for Scholars Bowling Tournament will be held on February 25, 2006 from 6 – 8 p.m. at Tri-State Lanes.  Registration is $20.00 per person and the proceeds go to the Teacher’s Supply Depot.

Reports from Committees:  None

Old Business:  None

New Business:

RESOLUTION NO. 1195 - “A RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SERVICES PROPERTY UTILIZATION DIVISION OF THE UNITED STATES ALLOWING THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO APPLY FOR SURPLUS PROPERTY AND TO DESIGNATE AGENTS THEREOF.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean stated this would allow the city to purchase state surplus property but also put restrictions on the use of the property.  Councilmember Petty made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 1195.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

RESOLUTION NO. 1196  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED CONTRACT WITH COLONIAL PIPELINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ALLOWING THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO ENCROACH UPON COLONIAL PIPELINE’S RIGHT OF WAY FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSTRUCTION OF THE CAMP JORDAN SOCCER COMPLEX.”  was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean stated the resolution must be passed in order for the City to access this property.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 1196.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.  
RESOLUTION NO. 1197  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED CONTRACT WITH DAVID MAYS TO BECOME THE CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.   Mayor Dean stated the Council has had an opportunity to review the City Manager contract and to meet with Mr. Mays.  He also stated that in the previous meeting a question came up about whether the position had to be advertised by law.  The City Attorney provided a letter of response to the Council and will provide one to the person who questioned the matter.   Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 1197.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 1198   - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR CITY MANAGER TO CONTRACT WITH HAMILTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE FOR THE USE OF THE HAMILTON COUNTY GIS SYSTEM BY THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.”  was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to approve Resolution No. 1198.   Mayor Dean stated, and City Manager Mays agreed, that for the City to purchase the GIS system would be cost-prohibitive.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
Mayor Dean’s appointment to Tax Equalization Board – Mayor Dean appointed Councilmember Petty to the Tax Equalization Board as his and the City’s representative.  He stated that with Mr. Petty’s background in real estate, he would be an asset to the Board.
Discussion of Agenda Work Sessions – Mayor Dean stated that the Council had these sessions in the past on Wednesday afternoon which conflicted with work and church schedules.  He recommended that the Council re-institute the agenda work sessions on the Thursday morning of the Council meeting at 9:00 a.m.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to have the agenda work sessions as recommended by the Mayor.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.

Request to purchase “Stinger” Spike Tire Deflation Devices for Police Services Division – Mayor Dean stated these are spike strips used in police pursuits.  These units are on Tennessee State Contract for $379.42 each for a total of $9,864.92 which will come from the Drug Fund.  Vice Mayor Thompson made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve the purchase.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
Mayor Dean asked Chief Phillips to give the Council an update on the condition of Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor Jackie Cagle.  The Chief stated that Mr. Cagle had heart bypass surgery and is doing well.

Communication from Citizens:
Mayor Dean explained to the audience that the Council will be glad to hear any concerns from citizens that need to be brought before the Council.  If it is an area that the Council has no jurisdiction over, the Mayor will explain that.  The Council will not engage in question and answer sessions intended to embarrass any Councilmember.  He will be glad to meet in private to answer any questions and also stated that if a citizen has a list of questions, feel free to submit them to the Council and they will answer them in a timely fashion.
Gail Johnson, 4409 Vester Lane and some of her neighbors, inquired about how to get street lights and a fire hydrant on their section of Vester Lane.  The Mayor asked Chief Phillips to check on the fire hydrant issue and he will forward to street light issue to Director Wheeler.

Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive asked the Mayor if City Manager Mays has the same qualifications that have been advertised before for the City Manager position.  She also stated that she had requested a copy of Mr. Mays’ contract and was told that there was no copy in the building.  She thought all records were supposed to be available to citizens.  The Mayor stated that in respect to Mr. Mays’ qualifications that he is more qualified that some people that have held the position in the past.  He stated that he would not argue the qualifications with Ms. Lowery because no matter what he told her, it would not be sufficient for her.  He also stated he had no idea if there was a copy of contract in City Hall or not.  The City Attorney stated he gave copies to the Council, but did not leave one at City Hall.  He stated the draft contract is considered his working papers, not the City’s.  
Sandy Petty, Duval Street, commended Chief Phillips, Chief Flynn and the paramedics from the Fire Department for possibly saving her life during a medical emergency.
Dan Crews, 441 Bluebird Circle, also owns property at 1409 and 1411 Boyd Street.  He stated he is in opposition to a business on Boyd Street called Skeeter’s getting a beer license.  Mayor Dean stated Mr. Crews could leave his name with either him or Ms. Middleton and he will be informed if this application comes up before the Beer Board again.

Mayor Dean stated he has served on the Council for 10 years and wants to assure the citizens of East Ridge that he will never knowingly do anything that is against the City charter.  He stated it is very easy to stand at a microphone and question things, but the Council does not enter into things lightly.  He stated the Council studies each issue that comes up and would never intentionally do anything to get the City into a lawsuit.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
January 26, 2006
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