REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE

CITY OF EAST RIDGE

January 12, 2006 - 6:30 p.m.

The East Ridge City Council met pursuant to notice on January 12, 2006.  Mayor Dean called the meeting to order.  Rev. Curt McKee, Jones Memorial United Methodist Church, gave the invocation.  All joined in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

Present were:  Mayor Dean, Councilmember Card, Councilmember Manning, Councilmember Thompson, Deputy City Manager Mays, City Attorney Helton and City Recorder Middleton.  

The minutes of the December 22, 2005 Regular Meeting were submitted in writing to the Council.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Thompson, to approve the minutes as written.  Roll call vote:  Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - abstain; Councilmember Thompson - yes; Mayor Dean - yes.  Motion approved.

Deputy City Manager Mays read the December 2005 Financial Statement.  Without objection, the Financial Statement was approved as read for audit.
Communication from Councilmembers:
Councilmember Card announced there would be cake and coffee after the meeting in honor of Mayor Dean’s and Councilmember Thompson’s birthdays.

Mayor Dean added Item H – City Manager position and Item I – Archives and History Museum to New Business.
Reports from Committees:  None

Old Business:  

ORDINANCE NO. 808   - "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 804, WHICH ORDINANCE ALLOWED A HOTEL ON A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT 1453 NORTH MACK SMITH ROAD, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ORDINANCE 481, ARTICLE V, SECTION 1204.4 TITLED USES PERMITTED ON REVIEW, BY ADDING ADDITIONAL SPECIFIC MATTERS THAT WERE NOT INCLUDED IN ORDINANCE 804.” (2nd and final reading) was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Ordinance No. 808 on second and final reading.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
New Business:
Filling of Council Vacancy – Mayor Dean stated that the Council had received two resumes and questionnaires from potential candidates for the vacant position.  He stated he knows both candidates personally and also stated the Council could not go wrong with either candidate.  At this time, the Mayor opened the floor for nominations.  Councilmember Thompson nominated Mr. Jerry Petty for the vacant position.  There were no other nominations.  The vote was unanimous.  The nomination was approved.
At this time, Mayor Dean administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Petty.  Councilmember Petty introduced his family and then took his seat on the dais.
Mayor Dean also stated that a Vice Mayor would have to be appointed to serve in the absence of the Mayor and opened the floor for nominations.  Councilmember Card nominated Councilmember Thompson for the position of Vice Mayor.  There were no other nominations.  Roll call vote:  Councilmember Card - yes;  Councilmember Manning - yes; Councilmember Petty – yes; Councilmember Thompson – abstain; Mayor Dean - yes.  The nomination was approved.
ORDINANCE NO. 805 - “AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO AMEND THE ZONING REGULATIONS AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE TO REZONE THE PROPERTY OF JOHN MORGAN FROM R-1 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT TO RT-1 RESIDENTIAL TOWNHOUSE DISTRICT TWO TRACTS OF LAND LOCATED 630 LAYFIELD ROAD AND 702 FRAWLEY ROAD.” (first reading – tabled from 12-08-05) was read by City Attorney Helton.  The applicant was not present.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Manning, to deny Ordinance 805 because the applicant was not present.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 1192 - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED PERMIT FOR PROJECT WITHIN HIGHWAY RIGHT-OF-WAY WITH THE STATE OF TENNESSEE ALLOWING THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO PERFORM WORK ON STATE ROUTE 8 RIGHT-OF-WAY IN THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean suspended the rules for discussion, but there were no questions concerning this resolution.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 1192.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
RESOLUTION NO. 1193  - “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH BARGE WAGGONER SUMNER AND CANNON, INC. FOR ENGINEERING SERVICES IN REGARD TO LIGHTING TO THE BASEBALL/SOFTBALL FIELDS AT CAMP JORDAN PARK.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to approve Resolution No. 1193.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.    

RESOLUTION NO. 1194 – “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE, TENNESSEE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CITY MANAGER OF THE CITY OF EAST RIDGE TO EXECUTE THE ATTACHED CONTRACT  WITH YERBY CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE RINGGOLD ROAD STREETSCAPE PROJECT.” was read by City Attorney Helton.  Mayor Dean stated this would be a savings on the concrete work from the original amount. Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Card, to approve Resolution No. 1194.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved. 
Walter and/or Gerald Haddock – permission to move a single-family dwelling from the City of Red Bank to the City of East Ridge at 1212 West End Avenue – Chief Building Official Mark Dempsey explained that Mr. Haddock wanted to move the approximately 900 square feet house from Unaka Street in Red Bank to West End Avenue in East Ridge.  Mayor Dean stated the Council gives permission for the permit to be issued and the owner must post a performance bond guaranteeing the house will be completed within six months.  Mr. Gerald Haddock, 216 Gene Lane, Hixson, TN owner of the property, spoke to the Council regarding moving the house.  Mr. Haddock stated the appraised value was 84,000 – 86,000.   Councilmember Manning asked was this lot in the flood zone and is concerned about water run-off on the adjoining lots.  Mr. Dempsey stated that it was and that the owner would have to meet all provisions specified in the flood hazard district.  Bob Jackson, who owns the properties at 1214 and 1216 West End Avenue, stated he has no objection to moving the house but is concerned about the elevation of the house after the lot is filled in.  Mrs. Jack Heard who lives at the corner of Marion and West End is concerned about flooding problems that moving the house may cause.  Councilmember Card made a motion, seconded by Vice Mayor Thompson, to allow the issuance of a permit subject to the provisions set forth by Chief Building Official Dempsey.  Roll call vote:  Vice Mayor Thompson – yes; Councilmember Card - yes; Councilmember Manning - no; Councilmember Petty - yes; Mayor Dean - yes.  
Purchase of John Deere 1435 4-Wheel Drive Mower – City Services Director Wheeler stated that soon the City would have 14 soccer fields to maintain and has an opportunity to purchase this $19,000 mower for $10,540.34.   Mayor Dean asked if the funds were in the budget.  Ms. Wheeler stated that they were.  Councilmember Manning made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Petty, to purchase the mower.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion approved.
City Manager Position – Mayor Dean gave out employment agreements to the other Councilmembers.  He stated the agreement is for David Mays to become the City Manager rather than the Deputy City Manager.  He encouraged the members to go over the contract and to meet with Mr. Mays during the next two weeks and bring back any recommended changes to the next meeting.

Archives and History Museum – Mayor Dean stated that Ann Pruett has agreed to chair a committee to establish this museum.  The committee will seek grants to fund the museum.  Mayor Dean appointed other members to the committee as follows: Susan Goldblatt, Grant Sowder, Vernon Liston, Chuck Mehan, and Deborah Levine.  The Mayor stated this would be a standing committee that would report back to the Council.
Communications from Citizens:
Mimi Lowery, 819 Mt. Belvoir Drive, discussed the City Manager position.  She stated this has not been advertised.  She asked if Mr. Mays had the same qualifications as advertised for other city managers.  Mayor Dean asked Ms. Lowery if she had other questions she would be asking so he could answer all of them at one time.  She stated that she had no other questions.  He asked her to have a seat and he would answer her question.  Mayor Dean asked the City Attorney to review Ms. Lowery’s question and get him an answer.
The meeting was adjourned.
APPROVED:

MAYOR                     
RECORDING CLERK
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